2003 Borneo trip report

Naturalist trip 7. - 22. March 2003 in Sabah, Malaysia to the
following localities:

Kota Kinabalu Bird Sanctuary, Danum Valley, Sukau — Kinaban-
tangan River, Gomantong Caves, Poring Hot Springs, Mount
Kinabalu, Mantanani Island and Kota Belud Wetlands.

By Erling Krabbe, Eric Schaumburg, Hans Harrestrup Andersen and Alex Rosendal, Denmark, with
ornithological guidance by Mike Chong, Kuala Lumpur.

Bird List prepared by Erling Krabbe. Nomenclature follows "A field guide to the Birds of Borneo,
Sumatra, Java and Bali", by John MacKinnon and Karen Phillipps.

Mammal list prepared by Hans Harrestrup Andersen.
Nomenclature follows A field guide to the mammals of Borneo”, by J. Payne and C. Francis.

Initiary in English by Hans Harrestrup Andersen. Diary in Danish by Eric Schaumburg.

General weather conditions

March is the driest month of the year in Sabah, after the rainy season. Usually, March is breeding
season for pittas etc. However, the climate of the winter months of 2002-2003 was different, character-
ized by a heavy, long term drought. This meant, that almost no trees were fruiting or flowering during
our stay, making spiderhunters, sunbirds, green pigeons, etc. hard to find in the jungle. Also, pittas were
almost silent. Especially the coastal area was very dry.

Itinerary

7. March 2003: Arrival Kota Kinabalu afternoon, 14:35. Visit to Likas Lagoon 15:00 — 16:00 and Kota
Kinabalu City Bird Sanctuary (formerly known as Likas Mangroves) 16:00 — 19:00 until sunset.

8. March 2003: Morning flight 06:55 Kota Kinabalu — Lahad Datu. Arrival Lahad Datu 08:00. Drive
Lahad Datu to Danum Valley Field Centre 8:45 — 11:30. Birding on jungle trails ("'the grid”) across
the Segama River, and around field centre, for the rest of the day. Night drive along Danum road 20:45
—22:30.

9. March 2003: Danum Valley Field Centre. Birding morning along “grid trails” across the Segama
River. Afternoon birding along Nature Trail at Field Centre. Late afternoon walk until dark along the
main road.



10. March 2003: 06.00 — 14:00 birding at Danum Valley Field Centre along the grid. Afternoon trip
(14:00 — 18:30) to the Canopy Walk and Danum Rainforest Lodge (34 km. from D.V.F.C.) Night drive
18:30 — 20:00 return to Danum Valley Field Centre.

11. March 2003: Early morning departure from Field Centre at 05:38 hours to Canopy Walk, Danum
Rainforest Lodge. Arrival Canopy walk 06:40. Birding here until app. 09:00. Breakfast at Rainforest
Lodge. Drive Danum Rainforest Lodge — Sukau Rainforest lodge 10:10 — 15:30. Boat trip Kinaban-
tangan River and sidearm Sungai Menanggul 16:15 — 18:30.

12. March 2003: Sukau Rainforest Lodge. River cruise 06:10 — 11:40 along Menanggul sidearm and to
the oxbow lake. Afternoon river cruise to Teneggang sidearm 15:30 — 18:50. Night river criuse on
Menanggul 20:45 — 22:00.

13. March 2003: Sukau Rainforest Lodge. Morning river cruise 06:20 — 11:10 on River Menanggul.
Afternoon trip 12:15 — 15:30 to Gomantong Cave. Late afternoon rivercruise to oxbow lake 16:10 —
18:30.

14. March 2003: Breakfast at Sukau Rainforest Lodge. Passenger boat to Sandakan along
Kinabantangan River mouth through mangrove. Flight to Kota Kinabalu 11:00. Drive Kota Kinabalu —
Poring Hot Springs 12:30— 16:15. Birding afternoon at Poring Hot Springs centre.

15. March 2003: Birding all day in Poring Hot Springs (Langanan Trail to waterfall, and canopy
walk).

16. March 2003: Morning at Poring Hot Springs centre. Visit to Rafflesia Centre near Ranau 12:30.
Arrival Mt. Kinabalu Headquarters 14.00, birding around headquarters and along Power Station Road
the rest of the day.

17. March 2003: Mount Kinabalu headquarters area. Birding daybreak around Nepenthes Villa. Walk
along Membening trail to Power Station. Down along Bukit Ular trail and Power Station road. At sunset
birding Silau-Silau trail at bridge, across the road from Nepenthes Villa. A rainy day.

18. March 2003: Mount Kinabalu headquarters area. Sunrise at Twin-bed cabins, Rajah Palace and
start of Silau-Silau Trail. Drive to Power Station. Walk along Bukit Ular and Everett trails. Descend
along Liwagu Trail 11:35 —17:35.

19. March 2003: Mount Kinabalu. “Big trek day”. Drive to Power Station before dawn. Bukit Ular
Trail 06:00— 07:15. Summit Trail to Layang Layang Hut 07:40 — 12:15. Mesilau Trail 12:45 — 18:15.
Drive back to Mt. Kinabalu headquarters after dark.

20. March 2003: Morning at Mt. Kinabalu Headquarters. Drive 10:00 — 13:10 Kota Belud, Usakan
bay. Brief stop by Tuaran paddy fields (at roadside 5 km. south of Sungai Sulaman, near K.B.) on the
way. Boat trip 13:10 — 14.:50 to Mantanani Island. Afternoon and evening birding on the island.

21. March 2003: Mantanani Island all day. Morning boat trip to Manatanani Kecil 09:00 — 12:20.

22. March 2003: Birding morning at Mantanani island. Boat trip return to Usukan bay 09:30 — 11:00.
Visit to Kota Belud wetlands 12:00 — 16:00. Drive to Kota Kinabalu. Departure from airport 19:15.

Bird observations

Streaked Shearwater (Calonectris leucomelas)



21/3 40 migrating past the Mantanani Island coast, north-eastern tip. Blown towards the coast by the
strong north-east wind. 22/3 30 boat trip Mantanani Island - Usukan Bay.

Oriental Darter (Anhinga melanogaster)
10/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre, 11/3 1 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and side-river Menanggul,
12/3 11 do. (8 in night roost in tree, Kinabantangan River), 13/3 22 do., 14/3 16 Sukau - Sandakan
boat trip along Kinabantangan R.

Christmas Frigatebird (Fregata andrewsi)
20/3 2 boat trip to Mantanani Island, 150 Mantanani Island. At sunset, all the frigatebirds gathered to
roost on a tree covered stack between Mantanani Isl. and Mantanani Kecil. A very impressive sight.
21/3 4 Mantanani Kecil Island.

Great Frigatebird (Fregata minor)
21/3 1 imm. Mantanani Island.

Lesser Frigatebird Fregata ariel)
20/3 850 Mantanani Island, 21/3 75 Mantanani Kecil Island, 22/3 3 boat trip Mantanani Island —
Usukan Bay.

Great-billed Heron (Ardea sumatrana)
9/3 2 Danum Valley Field Centre

Grey Heron (Ardea cinerea)
7/3 1 Likas Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city, 22/3 8 Kota Belud Wetlands.

Purple Heron (Ardea purpurea)
7/3 5 Likas Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city, 10-15 in breeding colony at Kota Kinabalu City Bird
Sanctuary. Nests on ground in reedswamp. Feeding youngs in the nests, 12/3 2 oxbow lake, Sukau
— Kinabantangan River, 1 Teneggang River, Sukau (sidearm to Kinabantangan), 2 at nightroost in
tree, Kinabantangan River, 22/3 2 Kota Belud Wetlands

Striated Heron (Butorides striatus)
7/3 1 Kota Kinabalu City Bird Sanctuary, 8/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre, 12/3 2 Sukau,
Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul, 13/3 1 oxbow lake, Sukau, Kinabantangan river, 22/3
1 Kota Belud Wetlands

Chinese Pond-Heron (Ardeola bacchus)
22/3 4 Kota Belud Wetlands

Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis)
8/3 10 Lahad Datu, 12/3 2 Teneggang River, Sukau, 13/3 3 Sukau road, 14/3 8 Kota kinabalu —
Poring Hot Springs, 22/3 20 Kuala Abai, 300 Kota Belud Wetlands

Pacific Reef Egret (Egretta sacra)
20/3 Mantanani Island, 21/3 1 do., 5 Mantanani Kecil Island. (Most birds were dark phase).

Great Egret (Egretta alba)
7/3 1 Likas Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city, 13/3 1 oxbow lake, Sukau, Kinabantangan River, 14/3 1
Sukau - Sandakan boat trip along Kinabantangan R., 20/3 70 along road between Mt. Kinabalu and
Kota Belud, 20 Tuaran paddy fields, 20 Usakan Bay, 22/3 70 Kota Belud Wetlands, 15 Likas
Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city.

Intermediate Egret (Egretta intermedia)



7/3 12 Likas Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city, 11/3 3 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm
Menanggul, 12/3 4 do., 15 in breeding plumage Teneggang River, Sukau (sidearm to
Kinabantangan), 25 at night roost in tree, Kinabantangan river, 13/3 8 oxbow lake, Sukau,
Kinabantangan river, 14/3 16 Sukau - Sandakan boat trip along Kinabantangan R., 20/3 200 along
road between Mt. Kinabalu and Kota Belud, 40 Tuaran paddy fields, 22/3 40 Kuala Abai, 300 Kota
Belud Wetlands, 40 Likas Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city

Little Egret (Egretta garzetta)
7/3 4 Likas Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city, 12 Kota Kinabalu City Bird Sanctuary, 12/3 1 oxbow lake,
Sukau — Kinabantangan River, 13/3 4 oxbow lake, Sukau, Kinabantangan River, 14/3 8 Sukau -
Sandakan boat trip along Kinabantangan R., 20/3 30 Tuaran paddy fields, 22/3 5 Likas Lagoon, Kota
Kinabalu city.

Black-crowned Night-Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax)
7/3 3 flying out at dusk from trees at entrance-bridge crossing first canal, Kota Kinabalu City Bird
Sanctuary, 13/3 2 oxbow lake, Sukau, Kinabantangan river

Rufous Night Heron (Nycticorax caledonicus)
7/3 1 Likas Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city. 8 flying out at dusk from trees at entrance-bridge crossing
the first canal, Kota Kinabalu City Bird Sanctuary, 13/3 1 in breeding plumage, with 2 long white
neck plumes, oxbow lake, Sukau, Kinabantangan river

Yellow Bittern (Ixobrychus sinensis)
7/3 2 imm. Kota Kinabalu City Bird Sanctuary, 20/3 1 Tuaran paddy fields, 22/3 12 Kota Belud
Wetlands

Cinnamon Bittern (Ixobrychus cinnamomeus)
22/3 4 Kota Belud Wetlands

Storm’s Stork (Ciconia stormi)
12/3 3 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul, 13/3 4 do. in display over the river,
14/3 1 Sukau - Sandakan boat trip along Kinabantangan R.

Lesser Adjudant (Leptoptilos javanicus)
11/3 1 near Sukau Rainforest Lodge, Kinabantangan River

Lesser Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna javanica)
22/3 90 Kota Belud Wetlands

Jerdon’s Baza (Aviceda jerdoni)
12/3 1 Sukau, Kinabantangan river, 13/3 3 do., 14/3 1 Sukau - Sandakan boat trip along
Kinabantangan R.

Oriental Honey-Buzzard (Pernis ptilorhynchus)
8/3 1 along road Lahad Datu - Danum Valley Field Centre, 10/3 1 along road between D.V.F.C. and
Danum Rainforest Lodge, 13/3 1 Gomantong Cave, 16/3 1 Poring Hot Springs

Bat Hawk (Machaeramphus alcinus)
9/3 4-5 Danum Valley Field Centre at dusk near the Segama River. Great views at sunset of a pair in
a dead tree top.

Black-winged Kite (Elanus caeruleus)



22/3 1 along road Kota Belud — Kota Kinabalu

Brahminy Kite (Haliastur indus)
7/3 25 soaring in flock above Kota Kinabalu city, 1 Likas Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city, 8/3 2 Lahad
Datu, 11/3 1 Lahad Datu, 12/3 4 Sukau, Kinabantangan River, 14/3 8 Sukau - Sandakan boat trip
along Kinabantangan R.

White-bellied Fish-Eagle (Haliaeetus leucogaster)
11/3 3 drive between Danum Valley and Lahad Datu, 12/3 4 Sukau, Kinabantangan River, 13/3 1
do., 14/3 2 Sukau - Sandakan boat trip along Kinabantangan R., 20/3 2 Mantanani Island, 21/3 2
Mantanani Kecil Island

Lesser Fish-Eagle (Ichthyophaga humilis)
12/3 1 Sukau, sidearm Menanggul, 13/3 1 do.

Grey-headed Fish-Eagle (Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus)
8/3 1 Sungai Segama, Danum Valley Field Centre, 12/3 3 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm
Menanggul, 2 Teneggang River, Sukau

Crested Serpent Eagle (Spilornis cheela)
8/3 1 along road Lahad Datu - Danum Valley Field Centre, 10/3 1 along road between D.V.F.C and
Danum Rainforest Lodge, 11/3 1 do.

Pied Harrier (Circus melanoleucos)
22/3 1 female Kota Belud Wetlands

Besra (Accipiter virgatus)
14/3 1 flying with prey, Sukau - Sandakan boat trip along Kinabantangan R.

Crested Goshawk (Accipiter trivirgatus)
11/3 1 Canopy Walk, Danum Rainforest Lodge, 12/3 1 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm
Menanggul, 1 Teneggang River, Sukau, 13/3 1 Menanggul

Black Eagle (Ictinactus malayensis)
20/3 1 subadult Mt. Kinabalu foothills (500 m. a.s.l.) along Ranau — Kota Belud road.

Rufous-bellied Eagle (Hieraaetus kienerii)
8/3 1 along road Lahad Datu - Danum Valley Field Centre, 13/3 1 forest at Gomantong Cave, 14/3 1
Poring Hot Springs

Blyth’s Hawk-Eagle (Spizaetus alboniger)
13/3 1 forest near entrance of Gomantong Cave

Wallace’s Hawk-Eagle (Spizaetus nanus)
11/3 1 Canopy Walk, 1 Danum Rainforest Lodge, 12/3 1 imm. Menanggul River, Sukau,
Kinabantangan, 13/3 1 oxbow lake, Sukau, Kinabantangan River

White-fronted Falconet (Microhierax latifrons)
9/3 2 Danum Valley Field Centre, 13/3 2 Gomantong Cave, 1 oxbow lake, Sukau, Kinabantangan
River

Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus japonica)
20/3-22/3 1 imm. Mantanani Island.

Tabon Scrubfowl (Megapodius cumingii)
20/3 4 scraping leaves on forest floor, seen quite close, Mantanani Island, 21/3 4 do. + 2 Mantanani



Kecil Island (Eric)

Red-breasted Partridge (Arborophila hyperythra)
19/3 Heard and seen, early morning. 5 ad + 2 pull, Bukit Ular Trail, Mount Kinabalu. Superb view of
the pair with chickens crossing the trail at close range. + 1 heard Summit Trail, Mount Kinabalu, 20/3
2 heard Mt. Kinabalu Headquarters

Chestnut-necklaced Partridge (Arborophila charltonii)
8/3 1 heard along road Lahad Datu - Danum Valley Field Centre, 9/3 2 heard Danum Valley Field
Centre, 12/3 1 heard Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul, 13/3 2 heard do., 14/3
flock heard Sukau Rainforest Lodge, Kinabantangan

Crimson-headed Partridge (Haematortyx sanguiniceps)
18/3 2 heard Liwagu Trail, Mount Kinabalu Headquarters

Crested Fireback (Lophura ignita)
8/3 1 pair feeding on the main road near Danum Valley Field Centre. (Notice that male of North
Bornean race has yellow tail feathers and chestnut belly!).

Great Argus (Argusianus argus)
8/3 1 heard along road Lahad Datu - Danum Valley Field Centre, 1 heard Danum Valley Field
Centre, 9/3 6 heard do., 10/3 4 heard do.
White-browed Crake (Porzana cinerea)
7/3 1 seen by Alex, Likas Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city,
White-breasted Waterhen (Amaurornis phoenicurus)
7/3 1 Likas Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city, 12/3 1 heard Teneggang River, Sukau, 14/3 1 Sukau -
Sandakan boat trip along Kinabantangan R., 20/3 1 Tuaran paddy fields, 22/3 2 Kota Belud Wetlands
Common Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus)
7/3 50 Likas Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city, 20/3 15 Tuaran paddy fields, 22/3 45 Kota Belud
Wetlands, 10 Likas Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city.
Purple Swamphen (Porphyrio porphyrio)
22/3 15 Kota Belud Wetlands
Greater Painted Snipe (Rostratula benghalensis)
22/3 1 male Kota Belud Wetlands
Pacific Golden-Plover (Pluvialis fulva)
7/3 15 Kota Kinabalu City Bird Sanctuary, 8/3 4 Kota Kinabalu airport, 2 Lahad Datu Airstrip, 22/3
90 Kota Belud Wetlands
Little Ringed Plover (Charadrius dubius)
7/3 3 Likas Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city, 20/3 8 Tuaran paddy fields
Malaysian Plover (Charadrius peronii)
22/3 3 Kota Belud Wetlands
Spotted Redshank (Tringa erythropus)
14/3 1 Sukau - Sandakan boat trip along Kinabantangan R. (Alex)
Common Redshank (Tringa totanus)
7/3 1 Kota Kinabalu City Bird Sanctuary,



Marsh Sandpiper (Tringa stagnatilis)
7/3 1 Likas Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city, 20/3 12 Tuaran paddy fields, 22/3 83 Kota Belud Wetlands
Common Greenshank (Tringa nebularia)
7/3 1 Kota Kinabalu City Bird Sanctuary, 20/3 30 Tuaran paddy fields, 22/3 34 Kota Belud Wetlands
Green Sandpiper (Tringa ochropus)
22/3 1 Kota Belud Wetlands (Alex)
Wood Sandpiper (Tringa glareola)
7/3 18 Likas Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city, 20/3 100 Tuaran paddy fields, 22/3 210 Kota Belud
Wetlands
Common Sandpiper (Actitis hypoleucos)
7/3 1 Likas Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city, 1 Kota Kinabalu City Bird Sanctuary, 12/3 2 Sukau,
Kinabantangan River, 14/3 2 Sukau - Sandakan boat trip along Kinabantangan R., 21/3 3 Mantanani
Island, 22/3 20 Kota Belud Wetlands
Swinhoe’s Snipe (Gallinago megala)
22/3 12 Kota Belud Wetlands

Rufous-necked Stint (Calidris ruficollis)
22/3 4 Kota Belud Wetlands
Long-toed Stint (Calidris subminuta)
20/3 3 Tuaran paddy fields
Black-winged Stilt (Himantopus himantopus)
7/3 1 Likas Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city, 20/3 150 Tuaran paddy fields, 22/3 13 Kota Belud Wetlands
Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus)
20/3 2 boat trip to Mantanani Island, 22/3 17 on the return trip, seen feeding close to the boat. All in
winter plumage.
Oriental Pratincole (Glareola maldivarum)
20/3 215 Tuaran paddy fields, 22/3 440 Kota Belud Wetlands
Whiskered Tern (Chlidonias hybridus)
20/3 40 Tuaran paddy fields, 22/3 5 boat trip Mantanani Island — Usukan Bay, 140 Kota Belud
Wetlands
Common Tern (Sterna hirundo)
20/3 2 boat trip to Mantanani Island.
Bridled Tern/Sooty Tern (Sterna anaethetus/fuscata)
21/3 1 adult far at sea, Mantanani Kecil Island. Too distant for clear identification.
Great Crested Tern (Sterna bergius)
21/3 3 Mantanani Kecil Island, 22/3 3 boat trip Mantanani island — Usukan Bay.
Thick-billed Pigeon (Treron curvirostra)
9/3 3-4 (Alex and Eric) Danum Valley Field Centre
Cinnamon-headed Green-Pigeon (Treron fulvicollis)
12/3 1 pair of this difficult species crossing the Menanggul river-forest in the morning, Sukau,
Kinabantangan.



Little Green Pigeon (Treron olax)
11/3 15 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul, 12/3 1 do., 2 Teneggang River,
Sukau, 13/3 7 Menanggul River, Sukau, 14/3 16 Sukau - Sandakan boat trip along Kinabantangan R.
Pink-necked Pigeon (Treron vernans)
7/3 3 Kota Kinabalu City Bird Sanctuary, 20/3 10 Mantanani Island, 21/3 2 do.
Green Imperial Pigeon (Ducula aenea)
7/3 13 Kota Kinabalu City Bird Sanctuary, 8/3 2 Danum Valley Field Centre, 9/3 6 do., 10/3 3 do.,
12/3 8 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul, 7 Teneggang River, Sukau, 13/3
oxbow lake, Sukau, Kinabantangan river, 14/3 3 Sukau - Sandakan boat trip along Kinabantangan.
Pied Imperial-Pigeon (Ducula bicolor)
20/3 20 Mantanani Island, 21/3 35-40 do., 1 Mantanani Kecil Island
Mountain Imperial Pigeon (Ducula badia)
16/3 1 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 17/3 4 do., 20/3 1 Mt. Kinabalu Headquarters
Grey Imperial Pigeon (Ducula pickeringi)
20/3 1 Mantanani Island, 21/3 8 do., 2 Mantanani Kecil Island
Metallic Pigeon (Columba vitiensis)
20/3 1 Mantanani Island, 21/3 6 do.

Rock Pigeon (Columba livia)
Feral domestic pigeons common in towns.

Little Cuckoo-Dove (Macropygia ruficeps)
14/3 3 Poring Hot Springs, 15/3 2 do., 17/3 1 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 18/3 5 do., 19/3 3
Summit Trail, Mount Kinabalu

Spotted Dove (Streptopelia chinensis)
7/3 30 Likas Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city, 8/3 10 Lahad Datu, 12/3 2 Teneggang River, Sukau, 14/3 1
Kota Kinabalu — Poring Hot Springs, 20/3 40 Tuaran paddy fields

Zebra Dove (Geopelia striata)
7/3 6 Likas Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city, 4 Kota Kinabalu City Bird Sanctuary, 20/3 2 Usakan Bay, 1
Mantanani Island

Emerald Dove (Chalcophaps indica)
13/3 2 forest at Gomantong Cave, 16/3 1 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters (Alex), 20/3 1 Mantanani
Island, 21/3 3 do.

Long-tailed Parakeet (Psittacula longicauda)
11/3 4 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul, 12/3 3 do., 14/3 12 Sukau Rainforest
Lodge, Kinabantangan

Blue-rumped Parrot (Psittinus cyanurus)
9/3 16 at dusk Danum Valley Field Centre, 10/3 16 morning do. (probably same flock), 11/3 1
Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul, 12/3 15 do.

Blue-naped Parrot (Tanygnathus lucionensis)
21/3 1 found by sharp Alex, early morning in casuarina tree at Mantanani Island. Seen very well in
telescope by everyone, including the staff at Mantanani Resort. Perhaps this is the last individual on



the island?
Blue-crowned Hanging Parrot (Loriculus galgulus)
8/3 2 Danum Valley Field Centre, 9/3 2 do., 10/3 1 do.
Moustached Hawk-Cuckoo (Cuculus vagans)
12/3 2 males in territorial display and song, awesome views, Sukau Rainforest Lodge garden.
Hodgson’s Hawk-Cuckoo (Cuculus fugax)
13/3 2 seen and heard calling, Menanggul River, sukau, Kinabantangan
Indian Cuckoo (Cuculus micropterus)
8/3 1 heard Danum Valley Field Centre, 9/3 1 heard do., 11/3 1 heard Canopy Walk, Danum
Rainforest Lodge
Oriental Cuckoo (Cuculus saturatus)
15/3 1 heard Poring Hot Springs, 16/3 1 heard Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 17/3 3 heard, 1 seen
do., 18/3 3 heard do., 19/3 1 heard Summit Trail, Mount Kinabalu, 4 Mesilau Trail, Mount Kinabalu,
20/3 2 heard Mt. Kinabalu Headquarters
Plaintive Cuckoo (Cacomantis merulinus)
8/3 1 heard Danum Valley Field Centre,
Violet Cuckoo (Chrysococcyx xanthorhynchus)
12/3 2 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul, 1 pair Sukau Rainforest Lodge garden,
13/3 1 male oxbow lake, Sukau, Kinabantangan river
Drongo Cuckoo (Surniculus lugubris)
9/3 1 heard Danum Valley Field Centre, 11/3 1 heard Canopy Walk, Danum Rainforest Lodge, 2
seen and heard Sukau, Kinabantangan River, 13/3 1 heard do.
Asian Koel (Eudynamys scolopacea)
20/3 4 Mantanani Island, 21/3 3-4 do., 3 Mantanani Kecil Island
Black-bellied Malkoha (Phaenicophaeus diardi)
10/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre
Raffles’ Malkoha (Phaenicophacus chlorophaeus)
13/3 2 forest at Gomantong Cave, 15/3 1 Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs, 16/3 1 female Poring
Hot Springs
Chestnut-breasted Malkoha (Phaenicophaeus curvirostris)
9/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre, 12/3 1 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul
Greater Coucal (Centropus sinensis)
9/3 3 Danum Valley Field Centre, 10/3 1 Danum Valley main road, 13/3 1 with lizard in
bill, Menanggul R., Sukau, Kinabantangan River.
Lesser Coucal (Centropus bengalensis)
13/3 1 oxbow lake, Sukau, Kinabantangan river, 16/3 1 heard Poring Hot Springs, 22/3 2
Kota Belud Wetlands
Mountain Scops Owl (Otus spilocephalus)
18/3 2 heard in the full moonlight at 19:50, Mount Kinabalu Headquarters
Mantanani Scops Owl (Otus mantananensis)
20/3 4 calling after dark, Mantanani Island. Call is a short, harsh roar, quite unlike other



scops owls. 21/3 7 calling, do.

Buffy Fish Owl (Ketupa ketupu)
11/3 2 at 10 m.’s distance, Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul, 2 during
night river cruise, Menanggul River, 13/3 1 do.

Brown Hawk Owl (Ninox scutulata)
14/3 1 heard at 19:30 hours, Poring Hot Springs centre, 15/3 1 heard calling in daylight,
late afternoon, Canopy Walk — Poring Hot Springs, 1 found in torchlight by Mike near our
cabin, P.H.S. centre.

Brown Wood Owl (Strix leptogrammica)
19/3 1 at dusk, by roadside in town between Mesilau Lodge and Mt. Kinabalu
Headquarters.

Grey/Indian Nightjar (Caprimulgus indicus)
19/3 2 on the Power Station Road before dawn, Mt. Kinabalu

Large-tailed Nightjar (Caprimulgus macrurus)
7/3 1 seen and heard at dusk (Alex and Eric), entrance of Kota Kinabalu City Bird
Sanctuary, 10/3 2 night drive between Danum Rainforest Lodge and Field Centre.
Swiftlet (Collocalia) sp. 9/3 10 Danum Valley Field Centre, 10/3 10 do., 12/3 60 Sukau,
Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul, 30 Teneggang River, Sukau, 14/3 50 Sukau
- Sandakan boat trip along Kinabantangan R., 2 Poring Hot Springs, 15/3 10 Langanan
trail, Poring Hot Springs, 16/3 20 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 20/3 4 Mantanani Island,
21/3 30 do.]

Edible-nest Swiftlet (Collocalia fuciphaga)
Only possible to identify on nest. 13/3 in Gomantong Cave we saw only app. 10 white
nests with roosting birds, belonging to this species. Most white nests are collected by the
locals for exportation and sold at a high price. The nests were found on the top roof close to
the entrance, their white colour is very striking.

Black-nest Swiftlet (Collocalia maxima)
13/3 abundant in Gomantong Cave 13/3. Tens of thousands of black nests with roosting
birds of this species were seen all over the cave.

Mossy-nest Swiftlet (Collocalia salangana)
13/3 app. 15 birds on nests in Gomantong Cave. The nest of this species is dark and cup-
shaped, standing on a shelf — not hanging. Moss is not visible. The small Mossy-nest
Swiftlet colony in Gomantong Cave is found at the end of the cave along the left
boardwalk, in a small side arm. A cave worker showed us the nests.

Glossy Swiftlet (Collocalia esulenta)
7/3 25 Kota Kinabalu City Bird Sanctuary, 8/3 20 Danum Valley Field Centre, 10/3 30
Canopy Walk, Danum Rainforest Lodge, 12/3 1 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm
Menanggul, 12 Teneggang River, Sukau, 13/3 4 Gomantong Cave, 15/3 breeding colony in
Bat Cave on Langanan Trail, Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs

Cave-Swiftlet (Collocalia linchi)
16/3 20 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters (back with dull green gloss of black upperparts.



According to ”Swifts of the World” this species is found on the southwestern slopes of Mt.
Kinabalu), 17/3 35 Power Station, Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 18/3 10 Power Station,
19/3 20 Summit Trail, Mount Kinabalu, 2 Mesilau Trail, Mount Kinabalu
White-throated Needletail (Hirundapus caudacutus)
20/3 20 migrating north, Mantanani Island, were probably this species.
Brown-backed Needletail (Hirundapus giganteus)
12/3 4 oxbow lake, Sukau — Kinabantangan River
Silver-rumped Swift (Rhapidura leucopygialis)
8/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre, 9/3 35 do., 10/3 20 Canopy Walk, Danum Rainforest
Lodge, 11/3 20 do., 15/3 1 Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs
Pacific Swift (Forktailed Swift) (Apus pacificus)
20/3 1 migrating, Mantanani Island, 21/3 1 do.
Little Swift (Apus affinis)
7/3 60 Likas Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city,
Asian Palm-Swift (Cypsiurus balasiensis)
7/3 3 Likas Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city, 14/3 10 Poring Hot Springs, 15/3 6 do.
Grey-rumped Treeswift (Hemiprocne longipennis)
8/3 1 Lahad Datu, 15/3 1 Poring Hot Springs, 16/3 6 do.
Red-naped Trogon (Harpactes kasumba)
12/3 3 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul, 13/3 1 heard do., 15/3 1
Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs
Diard’s Trogon (Harpactes diardit)
8/3 1 male seen and heard Danum Valley Field Centre, 11/3 1 male Danum Rainforest
Lodge, 12/3 1 heard Menanggul R, Sukau, Kinabantangan River, 15/3 1 male Langanan
trail, Poring Hot Springs
Whitehead’s Trogon (Harpactes whiteheadi)
18/3 1 heard (alarm call) Liwagu Trail, Mount Kinabalu Headquarters
Scarlet-rumped Trogon (Harpactes duvaucelii)
12/3 1 male Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul, 13/3 2 do., 1 heard
forest at Gomantong Cave, 14/3 1 heard Sukau Rainforest Lodge, Kinabantangan
Common Kingfisher (Alcedo atthis)
7/3 1 Kota Kinabalu City Bird Sanctuary, 22/3 2 Kota Belud Wetlands
Blue-eared Kingfisher (Alcedo meninting)
7/3 1 Kota Kinabalu City Bird Sanctuary, 11/3 12 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and
sidearm Menanggul, 12/3 1 night river cruise, Menanggul River, 13/3 1 oxbow lake,
Sukau, Kinabantangan river
Black-backed Kingfisher (Ceyx erithacus)
12/3 1 Menanggul sidearm, Sukau, Kinabantangan River
Rufous-backed Kingfisher (Ceyx rufidorsa)
10/3 1 Canopy Walk, Danum Rainforest Lodge, 13/3 1 Gomantong Cave
Stork-billed Kingfisher (Halcyon capensis)



7/3 1 heard Kota Kinabalu City Bird Sanctuary, 11/3 1 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and
sidearm Menanggul, 12/3 3 do., 3 Teneggang River, Sukau, 1 night river cruise,
Menanggul River, 13/3 2 Menanggul, 14/3 2 Sukau - Sandakan boat trip along
Kinabantangan R.
Ruddy Kingfisher (Halcyon coromanda)
12/3 1 heard Sukau Rainforest Lodge garden
Black-capped Kingfisher (Halcyon pileata)
10/3 1 at the river, Danum Rainforest Lodge
Collared Kingfisher (Halcyon chloris)
7/3 2 Kota Kinabalu City Bird Sanctuary, 20/3 1 Tuaran paddy fields, 6 Mantanani Island,
21/3 2 Mantanani Island, 3 Mantanani Kecil Island, 22/3 1 Kota Belud Wetlands
Rufous-collared Kingfisher (Actenoides concretus)
9/3 1 fine male in deep jungle along N5 trail, attracted by whistle imitation, Danum Valley
Field Centre, 15/3 1 heard Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs
Blue-tailed Bee-eater (Merops philippinus)
7/3 2 seen by Hans, Kota Kinabalu Airport during landing. An occasional visitor to Sabah.
Blue-throated Bee-eater (Merops viridis)
8/3 2 Danum Valley Field Centre, 13/3 1 at roadside between Gomantong Cave and Sukau
(Alex), 22/3 3 Kota Belud Wetlands
Red-bearded Bee-eater (Nyctyornis amictus)
8/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre, 15/3 1 Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs
Dollarbird (Eurystomus orientalis)
8/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre, 9/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre, 11/3 1 Sukau,
Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul, 12/3 6 do. (4 in territorial fight), 3
Teneggang River, Sukau, 13/3 2 oxbow lake, Sukau, Kinabantangan river
Bushy-crested Hornbill (Anorrhinus galeritus)
9/3 9 Danum Valley Field Centre, 10/3 3 do., 12/3 6 Teneggang River, Sukau
White-crowned Hornbill (Berenicornis comatus)
10/3 1-2 heard Danum Valley Field Centre, 11/3 3 (pair with young one) awesome view,
Sukau, Kinabantangan River (sidearm Menanggul)
Wrinkled Hornbill (Aceros corrugatus)
9/3 2 (pair) Danum Valley Field Centre, 12/3 6 Sukau, Kinabantangan River, 13/3 3 do., 1
oxbow lake, Sukau, Kinabantangan river
Wreathed Hornbill (Aceros undulatus)
18/3 1-2 seen Bukit Ular trail, Mount Kinabalu Headquarters (Erling).
Asian Black Hornbill (Anthracoceros malayanus)
10/3 2 Canopy Walk, Danum Rainforest Lodge, 11/3 1 heard Sukau, Kinabantangan River
and sidearm Menanggul, 12/3 1 do., 1 Teneggang River, Sukau (sidearm to
Kinabantangan), 13/3 16 Menanggul, 14/3 1 Sukau - Sandakan boat trip along
Kinabantangan R.
Oriental Pied Hornbill (Anthracoceros albirostris)



12/3 1 Sukau, Kinabantangan River, 3 Teneggang River, Sukau (sidearm to
Kinabantangan), 13/3 2 oxbow lake, Sukau, Kinabantangan River, 14/3 3 Sukau -
Sandakan boat trip along Kinabantangan R.

Rhinoceros Hornbill (Buceros rhinoceros)
8/3 2 Danum Valley Field Centre, 9/3 6 do.(night roost at riverside), 10/3 4 do., 2 heard
Canopy Walk, Danum Rainforest Lodge, 12/3 3 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm
Menanggul, 14/3 1 heard Sukau Rainforest Lodge, Kinabantangan

Helmeted Hornbill (Buceros vigil)
8/3 1 heard Danum Valley Field Centre, 9/3 2 heard do., 10/3 1 heard Canopy Walk,
Danum Rainforest Lodge

Gold-whiskered Barbet (Megalaima chrysopogon)
15/3 1 heard Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs, 16/3 1 heard Poring Hot Springs

Red-throated Barbet (Megalaima mystacophanos)
9/3 2 Danum Valley Field Centre, 11/3 1 heard Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm
Menanggul, 15/3 1 pair great views in fruiting bush + 1, Langanan trail, Poring Hot
Springs

Mountain Barbet (Megalaima monticola)
19/3 1 in fruiting tree, Bukit Ular Trail, Mt. Kinabalu (Mike and Hans)

Yellow-crowned Barbet (Megalaima henricii)
8/3 1 heard Danum Valley Field Centre, 10/3 2 heard do., 15/3 2 heard Langanan trail,
Poring Hot Springs

Golden-naped Barbet (Megalaima pulcherrima)
17/3 15 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 18/3 6 heard do., 19/3 7 Summit Trail, Mount
Kinabalu, 6 Mesilau Trail, Mount Kinabalu

Blue-eared Barbet (Megalaima australis)
8/3 1 heard Danum Valley Field Centre, 10/3 1 heard do., 12/3 1 heard Sukau,
Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul, 13/3 2 heard do.

Bornean Barbet (Megalaima eximia)
15/3 1-2 feeding in large, fruiting fig tree, Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs

Rufous Piculet (Sasia abnormis)
15/3 1 Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs (Hans)

Rufous Woodpecker (Celeus brachyurus)
9/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre

Crimson-winged Woodpecker (Picus puniceus)
13/3 1 forest at Gomantong Cave

Checker-throated Woodpecker (Picus mentalis)
18/3 1 Bukit Ular trail, Mount Kinabalu Headquarters

Buff-rumped Woodpecker (Meiglyptes tristis)
9/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre, 11/3 1 Canopy Walk, Danum Rainforest Lodge, 12/3 2
Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul
Buff-necked Woodpecker (Meiglyptes tukki)



15/3 1 Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs

Great Slaty Woodpecker (Mulleripicus pulverulentus)
9/3 3 Danum Valley Field Centre

White-bellied Woodpecker (Dryocopus javensis)
10/3 2 (pair) in dead tree at Field Centre, Danum Valley
Grey and Buff Woodpecker (Hemicircus concretus)

9/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre (Eric),

Maroon Woodpecker (Blythipicus rubiginosus)
13/3 3 Sukau, Kinabantangan River, 17/3 1 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters(Alex), 18/3 1
Liwagu Trail, Mount Kinabalu Headquarters (Eric)

Orange-backed Woodpecker (Reinwardtipicus validus)
12/3 2 Sukau, Kinabantangan River

Dusky Broadbill (Corydon sumatranus)
12/3 1 Sukau Rainforest Lodge (Eric)

Black-and-Red Broadbill (Cymbirhynchus macrorhynchos)
10/3 2 at Segama River, Danum Valley Field Centre, 11/3 2 Sukau, Kinabantangan River
and sidearm Menanggul, 12/3 2 do., 10 at nests on sticks, Teneggang River, Sukau
(sidearm to Kinabantangan), 13/3 12 Menanggul

Banded Broadbill (Eurylaimus javanicus)
8/3 1 heard Danum Valley Field Centre, 12/3 1 seen Menaggul sidearm, Sukau,
Kinabantangan River, 18/3 1 female, Liwagu trail, Mount Kinabalu Headquarters

Black-and-Yellow Broadbill (Eurylaimus ochromalus)
8/3 2 Danum Valley Field Centre, 9/3 1 do., 10/3 1 heard do., 11/3 1 Danum Rainforest
Lodge, 14/3 1 heard Poring Hot Springs

Whitehead’s Broadbill (Calyptomena whiteheadi)
17/3 1 male brilliantly found by Mike, Power Station Road at 2 km. stone. This large
broadbill was sitting motionless in a tree for 10-15 minutes at close range. You do not
know the colour green until you have seen this bird!

Blue-headed Pitta (Pitta baudii)
10/3 2-3 heard at very close range Canopy Walk, Danum Rainforest Lodge, seen in a
glimpse by Mike, 11/3 1 heard do.

Garnet Pitta (Pitta granatina ussheri)
8/3 1 male seen and heard very close, in territory song, near W5, Danum Valley Field
Centre, 9/3 3 heard Danum Valley Field Centre, 10/3 1 heard Canopy Walk, Danum
Rainforest Lodge, 11/3 1 heard do., 14/3 1 heard Sukau Rainforest Lodge, Kinabantangan
(Notice that the North Bornean ussheri race of Garnet Pitta has been treated as an inde-
pendent species (”Black-headed Pitta”) by Lambert & Woodcock (1996). However, this
suggestion is rejected by Johs. Erritzoe, 1998 (Pittas of the World”), Howard and Moore
and by Monroe & Sibley, but is supported by Clements & Wells).

Sand-Martin (Riparia riparia)
22/3 2 Kota Belud Wetlands



Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica)

12/3 30 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul, 20 Teneggang River, Sukau
(sidearm to Kinabantangan), 14/3 150 Sukau - Sandakan boat trip along Kinabantangan R.,
20/3 70 Tuaran paddy fields, 2 Mantanani Island, 21/3 2 Mantanani Island, 4 Mantanani
Kecil Island, 22/3 1200 Kota Belud Wetlands

Pacific Swallow (Hirundo tahitica)
7/3 2 Likas Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city, 8/3 2 Danum Valley Field Centre, 10/3 Danum
Rainforest Lodge, 13/3 4 Gomantong Cave, 14/3 1 Sukau Rainforest Lodge, Kinabantan-
gan, 17/3 2 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 22/3 2 Kota Belud Wetlands

Striated Swallow (Hirundo striolata)
8/3 2 along main road south of Lahad Datu. 21/3 1 migrating Mantanani Island (winter
visitor Red-rumped or local Striated Swallow — no positive identification).

Black-winged Flycatcher-shrike (Hemipus hirundinaceus)
12/3 1 Sukau Rainforest Lodge, 3 Teneggang River, Sukau (arm to Kinabantangan), 15/3 4
Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs

Large Wood Shrike (Tephrodornis virgatus)
10/3 3 Danum Valley Field Centre

Sunda Cuckoo-shrike (Coracina larvata)
17/3 5 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 20/3 1 Mt. Kinabalu Headquarters

Lesser Cuckoo-shrike (Coracina fimbriata)
8/3 1 along road Lahad Datu - Danum Valley Field Centre, 9/3 3 Danum Valley Field
Centre, 10/3 1 heard do.

Pied Triller (Lalage nigra)
16/3 1 Ranau, 21/3 1 Mantanani Kecil Island, 22/3 4 Kota Belud Wetlands

Fiery Minivet (Pericrocotus igneus)

11/3 6 Canopy Walk, Danum Rainforest Lodge

Grey-chinned Minivet (Pericrocotus solaris)
17/3 12 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 19/3 2 (pair) Summit Trail, Mount Kinabalu, 20/3 3
Mt. Kinabalu Headquarters

Scarlet Minivet (Pericrocotus flammeus)
8/3 5 along road Lahad Datu - Danum Valley Field Centre,

Green Iora (Aegithina viridissima)
9/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre (Eric)

Common lora (Aegithina tiphia)
7/3 2 Kota Kinabalu City Bird Sanctuary, 10/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre, 15/3 1
Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs

Lesser Green Leafbird (Chloropsis cyanopogon)
8/3 1 along road Lahad Datu - Danum Valley Field Centre, I Danum Valley Field Centre,
9/3 5 do., 10/3 20 do., 16/3 1 male Poring Hot Springs (Alex)

Greater Green Leafbird (Chloropsis sonnerati)
9/3 1 female Danum Valley Field Centre, 16/3 1 male Poring Hot Springs (Alex)



Straw-headed Bulbul (Pycnonotus zeylanicus)
13/3 3 Sukau, Kinabantangan River, in reedbed and trees along the large river. A scarce
bird in Sabah.

Black-headed Bulbul (Pycnonotus atriceps)
12/3 10 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul, 13/3 40 do. (seen in
“migrating” flocks — perhaps due to the severe drought), 14/3 6 Poring Hot Springs, 16/3
10 Poring Hot Springs
Grey-bellied Bulbul (Pycnonotus cyaniventris)
12/3 1 Teneggang River, Sukau (arm to Kinabantangan) (Alex)
Puff-backed Bulbul (Pycnonotus eutilotus)
10/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre, 13/3 5 Sukau, Kinabantangan River, 6 forest at
Gomantong Cave, 15/3 1 heard Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs
Flavescent Bulbul (Pycnonotus flavescens)
19/3 4 Summit Trail, Mount Kinabalu, 4 Mesilau Trail, Mount Kinabalu
Yellow-vented Bulbul (Pycnonotus goiavier)
7/3 10 Kota Kinabalu City Bird Sanctuary, 8/3 1 along road Lahad Datu - Danum Valley
Field Centre, 15/3 1 Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs, 22/3 10 Kota Belud Wetlands
Olive-winged Bulbul (Pycnonotus plumosus)
8/3 1 along road Lahad Datu - Danum Valley Field Centre, 9/3 1 Danum Valley Field
Centre
Cream-vented Bulbul (Pycnonotus simplex)
12/3 1 (rare type with white eyes!) Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul,
13/3 12 do.
Red-eyed Bulbul (Pycnonotus brunneus)
8/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre, 12/3 2 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm
Menanggul, 13/3 10 forest at Gomantong Cave
Spectacled Bulbul (Pycnonotus erythropthalmos)
8/3 2 Danum Valley Field Centre, 9/3 2 Danum Valley Field Centre, 15/3 2 Langanan trail,
Poring Hot Springs
Ochraceous Bulbul (Criniger ochraceus)
15/3 2 Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs, 17/3 1 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 18/3 1
Liwagu Trail, do., 20/3 2 Mt. Kinabalu Headquarters
Grey-cheeked Bulbul (Criniger bres)
8/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre, 9/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre, 15/3 2 Langanan trail,
Poring Hot Springs
Yellow-bellied Bulbul (Criniger phacocephalus)
15/3 4 Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs, 16/3 2 Poring Hot Springs (Hans)
Hairy-backed Bulbul (Tricholestes criniger)
9/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre, 12/3 1 Menanggul sidearm, Sukau, Kinabantangan
River, 15/3 1 Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs



Streaked Bulbul (Hypsipetes malaccensis)
10/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre, 14/3 2 Poring Hot Springs, 15/3 14 Langanan trail,
Poring Hot Springs, 16/3 4 Poring Hot Springs
Ashy Drongo (Dicrurus leucophaeus)
17/3 1 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 18/3 1 do., 19/3 1 Summit Trail, Mount Kinabalu
Bronzed Drongo (Dicrurus aeneus)
9/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre, 13/3 2 forest at Gomantong Cave

Hair-crested Drongo (Dicrurus hottentottus)
11/3 3 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul, 15/3 1 pair feeding fledged
young, Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs, 17/3 6 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 18/3 3
do., 19/3 1 heard do., 20/3 3 Mt. Kinabalu Headquarters
Greater Racket-tailed Drongo (Dicrurus paradiseus)
14/3 2 Poring Hot Springs, 15/3 2 do., 16/3 3 do. (1 pair at nest)
Dark-throated Oriole (Oriolus xanthonotus)
8/3 1 along road Lahad Datu - Danum Valley Field Centre, 1 heard Danum Valley Field
Centre, 11/3 1 male Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul, 12/3 1 do., 15/3
1 Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs
Black-and-Crimson Oriole (Oriolus cruentus)
18/3 1 Twin Bed Cabins, 1 Liwagu trail, Mount Kinabalu Headquarters
Asian Fairy-bluebird (Irena puella)
8/3 1 along road Lahad Datu - Danum Valley Field Centre, 10/3 1 Danum Valley Field
Centre, 11/3 3 Danum Rainforest Lodge, 3 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm
Menanggul, 12/3 7 do., 14/3 2 Poring Hot Springs, 15/3 6 Langanan trail, Poring Hot
Springs
Crested Jay (Platylophus galericulatus)
15/3 2 Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs, 16/3 2 Poring Hot Springs
Short-tailed Magpie (Cissa thalassina)
16/3 3 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 17/3 7 do., 18/3 1 do., 20/3 4 Mt. Kinabalu
Headquarters
Bornean Treepie (Dendrocitta cinerascens)
16/3 5 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 17/3 30 do., 18/3 11 do., 19/3 4 Summit Trail,
Mount Kinabalu, 20/3 1 Mt. Kinabalu Headquarters
Black Magpie (Platysmurus leucopterus)
10/3 3-4 Canopy Walk, Danum Rainforest Lodge, 11/3 2 Danum Rainforest Lodge
Slender-billed Crow (Corvus enca)
8/3 2 Danum Valley Field Centre, 9/3 6 do., 10/3 1 do., 11/3 1 Canopy Walk, Danum
Rainforest Lodge, 4 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul, 12/3 6 do., 13/3
4 do.
Bornean Bristlehead (Pityriasis gymnocephala)
11/3 3 Canopy Walk, Danum Rainforest Lodge, sitting together in dead tree-top for 8-10



minutes, seen very well in telescope, also heard. Morning observation, app. 07:30 hours.
Apparently attracted by a Crested Goshawk in the same tree.(Bristlehead is now considered
a hard bird to see at the Danum Valley Field Centre. Chances are better at the Canopy
Walk-area at Danum Rainforest Lodge).

Velvet-fronted Nuthatch (Sitta frontalis)
8/3 1 along road Lahad Datu - Danum Valley Field Centre, 9/3 4 Danum Valley Field
Centre, 11/3 1 Canopy Walk, Danum Rainforest Lodge, 12/3 4 Sukau Rainforest Lodge,
17/3 1 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 20/3 1 do.

Black-capped Babbler (Pellorneum capistratum)
9/3 6 Danum Valley Field Centre (walks on the ground like a small rail), 14/3 2 Sukau
Rainforest Lodge, Kinabantangan

Temminck’s Babbler (Pellorneum pyrrogenys)
17/3 3 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters
White-chested Babbler (Trichastoma rostratum)
12/3 11 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul, 2 Teneggang River, Sukau
(sidearm to Kinabantangan), 13/3 13 Menanggul (1 pair nestbuilding)
Ferruginous Babbler (Trichastoma bicolor)
9/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre
Short-tailed Babbler (Malacocincla malaccensis)
9/3 2 Danum Valley Field Centre
Sooty-capped Babbler (Malacopteron affine)
10/3 1 heard Danum Valley Field Centre, 12/3 1 heard Sukau, Kinabantangan River and
sidearm Menanggul, 13/3 4 heard do., 2 seen forest at Gomantong Cave
Scaly-crowned Babbler (Malacopteron cinereum)
8/3 6 Danum Valley Field Centre,
Rufous-crowned Babbler (Malacopteron magnum)
9/3 3 Danum Valley Field Centre, 10/3 8 do., 15/3 2 Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs.
Striped Wren-Babbler (Kenopia striata)
9/3 1 pair at close range in rather open forest floor in jungle, Danum Valley Field Centre
Mountain Wren-Babbler (Napothera crassa)
19/3 2 (pair) probably at breeding site, Mesilau Trail, Mount Kinabalu
Rufous-fronted Babbler (Stachyris rufifrons)
8/3 1 heard along road Lahad Datu - Danum Valley Field Centre,
Grey-throated Babbler (Stachyris nigriceps)
15/3 3 Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs, 16/3 6 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 17/3 5
do., 18/3 1 do., 20/3 2 do.
Chestnut-rumped Babbler (Stachyris maculata)
10/3 2-3 Danum Valley Field Centre
Chestnut-winged Babbler (Stachyris erythroptera)
8/3 2 Danum Valley Field Centre, 10/3 1 do., 12/3 1 heard Sukau, Kinabantangan River



and sidearm Menanggul, 15/3 6 Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs
Striped Tit-Babbler (Macronous gularis)
9/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre, 10/3 do.
Fluffy-backed Tit-Babbler (Macronous ptilosus)
14/3 1 Sukau Rainforest Lodge, Kinabantangan (Alex)
Sunda Laughingthrush (Garrulax palliatus)
17/3 1 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 18/3 8 Liwagu Trail, Mount Kinabalu Headquarters,
20/3 1 Silau-Silau Trail, Mt. Kinabalu Headquarters
Black Laughingthrush (Garrulax lugubris)
17/3 4 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters
Chestnut-capped Laughingthrush (Garrulax mitratus)
16/3 8 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 17/3 70 do., 18/3 37 do., 20/3 6 do.
White-browed Shrike-Babbler (Pteruthius flaviscapis)
17/3 2 heard Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 18/3 1 heard do., 19/3 1 heard Summit Trail,
Mount Kinabalu, 20/3 1 Mt. Kinabalu Headquarters

Brown Fulvetta (Alcippe brunneicauda)
8/3 2 Danum Valley Field Centre, 9/3 6 do., 10/3 4 do., 15/3 2 heard Langanan trail,
Poring Hot Springs
Chestnut-crested Yuhina (Yuhina everetti)
16/3 8 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 17/3 70 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 18/3 40 do.,
19/3 1 Summit Trail, Mount Kinabalu, 20/3 12 Mt. Kinabalu Headquarters
White-bellied Yuhina (Yuhina zantholeuca)
10/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre, 15/3 2 Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs
White-browed Shortwing (Brachypteryx montana)
17/3 1 female on trail at bridge near Nepenthes Villa, start of Silau-Silau trail, Mount
Kinabalu Headquarters(at dusk), 18/3 1 male do., 19/3 1 female Bukit Ular Trail, Mt.
Kinabalu, 2 males Summit Trail, 20/3 1 male Silau-Silau Trail, Mt. Kinabalu
Magpie Robin (Copsychus saularis)
7/3 2 Likas Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city, 10/3 3 Danum Rainforest Lodge, 14/3 4 Poring
Hot Springs, 16/3 2 do., 22/3 1 Usukan Bay, 10 Kota Belud Wetlands
White-browed Shama (Copsychus stricklandi)
8/3 1 heard along road Lahad Datu - Danum Valley Field Centre, 2 Danum Valley Field
Centre, 9/3 2 do., 11/3 1 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul, 12/3 1
heard do., 3 heard Teneggang River, Sukau (sidearm to Kinabantangan), 13/3 3-4
Menanggul, 2 forest at Gomantong Cave, 15/3 2 heard Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs,
16/3 1 heard Poring Hot Springs
Rufous-tailed Shama (Trichixos pyrrhopygus)
15/3 1 awesome male, singing and displaying in territory, Langanan trail, Poring Hot
Springs.
Chestnut-naped Forktail (Enicurus ruficapillus)



8/3 2 Danum Valley Field Centre,
White-crowned Forktail (Enicurus leschenaulti)
8/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre, 17/3 1 carrying food, Silau-Silau stream, Mount
Kinabalu Headquarters, 18/3 1 Liwagu Trail, Mount Kinabalu Headquarters
Black-breasted Fruit-Hunter (Chlamydochaera jefferyi)
17/3 2 (a pair) awesome views, in fruiting-trees, top of Bukit Ular Trail, Mount Kinabalu
Headquarters, 18/3 2 do. (same birds)
Blue Rock-Thrush (Monticola solitarius)
20/3 1 female Mantanani Island, 21/3 1 do.(same bird)
Sunda Whistling Thrush (Myiophoneus glaucinus)
17/3 1 Rajah Palace lawn, 1 Silau-Silau trail, Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 18/3 8 Liwagu
trail, Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 19/3 2 Summit Trail, Mount Kinabalu, 1 Mesilau
Trail, Mount Kinabalu
Orange-headed Thrush (Zoothera citrina)
18/3 1-2 seen at Bukit Ular Trail, Mount Kinabalu Headquarters
Eyebrowed Thrush (Turdus obscurus)
19/3 2 Summit Trail, Mount Kinabalu, 20/3 12 migrating Mt. Kinabalu Headquarters
Island Thrush (Turdus poliocephalus)
19/3 1 at 2200 m. a.s.l., Summit Trail, Mount Kinabalu (Hans)

Yellow-breasted Warbler (Seicercus montis)
16/3 2 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 17/3 5 do., 18/3 3 do., 19/3 1 heard singing Summit
Trail, Mount Kinabalu
Yellow-bellied Warbler (Abroscopus superciliaris)
15/3 2 Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs, 16/3 1 Rafflesia Centre, Ranau
Arctic Warbler (Phylloscopus borealis)
16/3 1 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters (Eric)
Eastern Crowned Warbler (Phylloscopus coronatus)
17/3 2 at Power Station, Mount Kinabalu Headquarters
Mountain Leaf Warbler (Phylloscopus trivirgatus)
16/3 4 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters (notice that the Mt. Kinabalu race of this species is
pale grey, resembling the Eastern Crowned Warbler, except from lack of wing bars). 18/3 8
do., 19/3 4 heard Summit Trail, Mount Kinabalu, 3 Mesilau Trail, Mount Kinabalu, 20/3 5
Mt. Kinabalu Headquarters
Pallas’s Warbler (Locustella certhiola)
22/3 1 Kota Belud Wetlands (Hans)
Striated Grassbird (Megalurus palustris)
22/3 9 Kota Belud Wetlands
Dark-necked Tailorbird (Orthotomus atrogularis)
13/3 1 Menanggul River, Sukau, Kinabantangan
Ashy Tailorbird (Orthotomus ruficeps)



7/3 1 Kota Kinabalu City Bird Sanctuary, 12/3 3 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm
Menanggul, 4 Teneggang River, Sukau (sidearm to Kinabantangan), 13/3 4 Menanggul, 1
forest at Gomantong Cave
Rufous-tailed Tailorbird (Orthotomus sericeus)
11/3 1 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearmMenanggul, 15/3 2 Langanan trail, Poring
Hot Springs
Mountain Tailorbird (Orthotomus cuculatus)
17/3 3 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 18/3 7 do., 20/3 1 do.
Yellow-bellied Prinia (Prinia flaviventris)
22/3 1 Kota Belud Wetlands
Bornean Stubtail (Urosphena whiteheadi)
18/3 2 (probably a pair) awesome views. Quite tame. Top of Bukit Ular Trail, Mount
Kinabalu Headquarters, 1 Liwagu Trail, 19/3 1 Mesilau Trail, Mount Kinabalu (Alex)
Sunda Bush-Warbler (Cettia vulcania)
17/3 3 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 18/3 5 do., 19/3 5 Summit Trail, Mount Kinabalu, 6
Mesilau Trail, Mount Kinabalu
Eyebrowed Jungle-Flycatcher (Rhinomyias gularis)
17/3 1 Rajah Palace forest edge at early dawn — very elusive. Mount Kinabalu
Headquarters, 18/3 1 do.(same bird) + 1
Dark-sided Flycatcher (Muscicapa sibirica)
10/3 1 Canopy Walk, Danum Rainforest Lodge, 11/3 Danum Rainforest Lodge
Grey-streaked Flycatcher (Muscicapa griseisticta)
8/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre

Asian Brown Flycatcher (Muscicapa daurica)
14/3 1 Poring Hot Springs, 16/3 1 Poring Hot Springs
Verditer Flycatcher (Eumyias thalassina)
16/3 1 heard singing Poring Hot Springs
Indigo Flycatcher (Eumyias indigo)
16/3 2 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 17/3 2 do., 18/3 6 do., 20/3 1 do.
Narcissus Flycatcher (Ficedula narcissina)
20/3 1 brilliant male in the morning sun, Twin Bed Cabins, Mt. Kinabalu Headquarters
Mugimaki Flycatcher (Ficedula mugimaki)
15/3 1 female Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs, 17/3 2 males Mount Kinabalu
Headquarters, 18/3 1 first winter male, Twin Bed Cabins, Mount Kinabalu Headquarters
(NB: This plumage is somewhat similar to Rufouschested Flycatcher. See good illustrations
in Craig & Robson). 19/3 2 Summit Trail, Mount Kinabalu, 20/3 4 Mt. Kinabalu
Headquarters
Red-breasted Flycatcher (Ficedula parva)
18/3 2 Twin Bed Cabins, Mount Kinabalu Headquarters
Snowy-browed Flycatcher (Ficedula hyperythra)



16/3 1 male Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 18/3 4 do.
Little Pied Flycatcher (Ficedula westermanni)
17/3 3 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 18/3 6 do., 19/3 3 Summit Trail, Mount Kinabalu
Blue-and-white Flycatcher (Cyanoptila cyanomelana)
18/3 2 fine males in morning sun at Twin Cabins, Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 1 Power
Station, Mount Kinabalu Headquarters
White-tailed Blue-Flycatcher (Cyornis concretus)
8/3 1 male Field Centre, Danum Valley, 15/3 1 Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs (Hans)
Pale Blue-Flycatcher (Cyornis unicolor)
9/3 3 males in territory fight in low bush at riverside near bridge, Danum Valley Field
Centre
Hill Blue Flycatcher (Cyornis banyumas)
15/3 2 heard singing Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs
Large-billed Blue-Flycatcher (Cyornis caerulatus)
9/3 1 male Nature Trail between platform and bridge crossing Sungei Palum Tambun,
Danum Valley Field Centre, 11/3 1 male Danum Rainforest Lodge
Bornean Blue-Flycatcher (Cyornis superbus)
15/3 1 male Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs (Hans)
Malaysian Blue Flycatcher (Cyornis turcosa)
9/3 1 male Danum Valley Field Centre, 10/3 1 female do., 11/3 2 Sukau, Kinabantangan
River and sidearm Menanggul, 12/3 9 do., 13/3 20 do.
Pigmy Blue-Flycatcher (Muscicapella hodgsoni)
18/3 1 male seen and heard singing, top of Liwagu Trail, Mount Kinabalu Headquarters
(Erling and Mike)
White-throated Fantail (Rhipidura albicollis)
16/3 1 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 17/3 10 do., 18/3 14 do., 19/3 1 Summit Trail,
Mount Kinabalu, 20/3 6 Mt. Kinabalu Headquarters

Spotted Fantail (Rhipidura perlata)
9/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre
Pied Fantail (Rhipidura javanica)
10/3 2 Danum Valley Field Centre
Black-naped Monarch (Hypothymis azurea)
11/3 1 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul, 12/3 2 do., 13/3 2 do., 15/3 1
Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs
Rufous-winged Philentoma (Philentoma pyrhopterum)
8/3 1 female Danum Valley Field Centre, 9/3 2 heard do.,10/3 1 male do.
Asian Paradise Flycatcher (Terpsiphone paradisi)
8/3 3 Danum Valley Field Centre, 10/3 9 do.
Bornean Whistler (Pachycephala hypoxantha)
16/3 1 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 17/3 2 do., 18/3 2 do., 19/3 7 Summit Trail, Mount



Kinabalu, 20/3 1 Mt. Kinabalu Headquarters
Grey Wagtail (Motacilla cinerea)
16/3 2 Poring Hot Springs, 18/3 1 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters
Yellow Wagtail (Motacilla flava)
13/3 1 at roadside between Gomantong Cave and Sukau (Alex), 22/3 635 Kota Belud
Wetlands
Common Pipit (Anthus novaeseelandiae)
7/3 1 Kota Kinabalu City Bird Sanctuary, 8/3 2 Lahad Datu Airstrip, 21/3 2 Manatanani
Island (Hans and Alex), 22/3 11 Kota Belud Wetlands
White-breasted Wood-Swallow (Artamus leucorhynchus)
7/3 4 Likas Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city, 4 Kota Kinabalu City Bird Sanctuary, 16/3 2
Ranau paddyfields, 20/3 1 Tuaran paddy fields, 1 Usakan Bay, 6 Mantanani Island, 21/3 2
Mantanani Kecil Island, 22/3 1 Kuala Abai
Asian Glossy Starling (Aplonis panayensis)
7/3 6 Likas Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city, app. 650 Kota Kinabalu City Bird Sanctuary, 14/3
12 Kota kinabalu — Poring Hot Springs, 20/3 28 Tuaran paddy fields, 30 Mantanani
Island, 21/3 25 Mantanani Island
Hill Myna (Gracula religiosa)
9/3 5 Danum Valley Field Centre, 11/3 2 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm
Menanggul, 12/3 5 do., 13/3 3 oxbow lake, Sukau
Plain Sunbird (Anthreptes simplex)
9/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre, 13/3 1 Sukau, Kinabantangan River
Plain-throated Sunbird (Anthreptes malacensis)
7/3 1 pair nestbuilding Kota Kinabalu City Bird Sanctuary, 14/3 2 Poring Hot Springs,
15/3 4 do., 20/3 2 Mantanani Island
Ruby-cheeked Sunbird (Anthreptes singalensis)
9/3 1 pair Danum Valley Field Centre, 12/3 3 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm
Menanggul, 1 male Teneggang River, Sukau (sidearm to Kinabantangan), 13/3 5
Menanggul, 1 forest at Gomantong Cave
Purple-naped Sunbird (Hypogramma hypogrammicum)
10/3 2 Danum Valley Field Centre, 13/3 1 male Sukau, Kinabantangan River (Menang-gul)
Olive-backed Sunbird (Nectarinia jugularis)
7/3 2 (pair) Kota Kinabalu City Bird Sanctuary, 20/3 1 Mantanani Island, 21/3 2 do.
Crimson Sunbird (Aethopyga siparaja)
8/3 1 male Danum Valley Field Centre, 9/3 3 do, 11/3 1 male Danum Rainforest Lodge,
12/3 2-3 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul, 15/3 1 Langanan trail,
Poring Hot Springs
Temminck’s Sunbird (Aethopyga temminckii)
16/3 2 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 17/3 1 male do., 18/3 2 do., 19/3 1 female, Summit
Trail, Mount Kinabalu, 20/3 3 Mt. Kinabalu Headquarters
Little Spiderhunter (Arachnothera longirostra)



13/3 1 Sukau, Kinabantangan River, 16/3 3 Poring Hot Springs, 18/3 1 Mount Kinabalu
Headquarters (Hans)
Spectacled Spiderhunter (Arachnothera flavigaster)
15/3 1 Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs
Spectacled/Yellow-eared Spiderhunter (Arachnothera flavigaster/chrysogenys)
9/3 3 Danum Valley Field Centre
Grey-breasted Spiderhunter (Arachnothera affinis)
9/3 3 Danum Valley Field Centre
Bornean Spiderhunter (Arachnothera everetti)
14/3 1 Poring Hot Springs, 15/3 1 Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs
Whitehead’s Spiderhunter (Aracnothera juliae)
18/3 2 heard Liwagu Trail, Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 20/3 1 heard Silau-Silau Trail,
Mt. Kinabalu Headquarters
Yellow-breasted Flowerpecker (Prionochilus maculatus)
8/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre, 11/3 1 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and
sidearmMenanggul
Yellow-rumped Flowerpecker (Prionochilus xanthopygius)
8/3 2 (pair) Danum Valley Field Centre, 9/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre, 12/3 1 Sukau,
Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul (Eric), 13/3 1 do., 1 Gomantong Cave
Yellow-vented Flowerpecker (Dicacum chrysorrheum)
15/3 1 Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs
Orange-bellied Flowerpecker (Dicacum trigonostigma)
12/3 1 Teneggang River, Sukau (sidearm to Kinabantangan), 13/3 4 Menanggul river,
Sukau, 15/3 5 Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs, 16/3 1 Poring Hot Springs
Black-sided Flowerpecker (Dicacum monticolum)
15/3 1 male Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs, 19/3 1 Summit Trail, Mount Kinabalu,
20/3 1 Mt. Kinabalu Headquarters
Black-capped White-eye (Zosterops atricapilla)
16/3 2 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 17/3 20 do., 18/3 3 do., 20/3 6 do.
Mountain Black-eye (Chlorocharis emiliae)
17/3 1 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 19/3 7 Summit Trail, Mount Kinabalu, 26 Mesilau
Trail, Mount Kinabalu
Eurasian Tree Sparrow (Passer montanus)
7/3 60 Likas Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city, 8/3 4 Lahad Datu, 14/3 5 Sandakan, 14/3 10
Kota Kinabalu — Poring Hot Springs, 16/3 6 Ranau, 20/3 2 Mantanani Island, 21/3 5 do.
Tawny-breasted Parrotfinch (Erythrura hyperythra)
19/3 3 + 1 in fruiting bamboo, at app. 2240 m.a.s.l., Summit Trail, Mount Kinabalu (Hans
and Eric)
Dusky Munia (Lonchura fuscans)
9/3 5 Danum Valley Field Centre, 10/3 20 Danum Rainforest Lodge, 11/3 1 with nest
material do., 14/3 4 Sukau Rainforest Lodge, Kinabantangan, 2 Poring Hot Springs, 16/3



25 Poring Hot Springs
Scaly-breasted Munia (Lonchura punctulata)
22/3 5 Kota Belud Wetlands
Black-headed Munia (Lonchura malacca)
7/3 120 Likas Lagoon, Kota Kinabalu city, 8/3 20 Lahad Datu Airport, 16/3 10 Ranau
paddyfields, 22/3 10 Kuala Abai

Mammals

Lesser Gymnure (Hylomys suillus)
19/3 2 Summit Trail, Mount Kinabalu. This small, funny, almost tailless insectivore with black, short,
dense fur and a pointed nose was seen around the Summit Trail Gate and around Layang Layang Hut,
looking for spilled food. It looks like a mixture between a mole and a shrew, running quite fast.
Rather tame.
Common Treeshrew (Tupaia glis)
14/3 1 Sukau Rainforest Lodge, Kinabantangan
Mountain Treeshrew (Tupaia montana)
17/3 2 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters, 19/3 1 Bukit Ular Trail, Mt. Kinabalu.
Smooth-tailed Treeshrew (Dendrogale melanura)
18/3 1 Liwagu trail, Mount Kinabalu Headquarters (Eric)
Island Flying Fox (Pteropus hypomelanus)
20/3 10 Mantanani Island, 21/3 10 do.
Horseshoe Bat sp. (Rhinolophus sp.)
Gomantong cave
Bat sp.
12/3 2 large, feeding at Kinabantangan River, Sukau.
Red Leaf Monkey (Presbytis rubicunda)
9/3 9 Danum Valley Field Centre, 10/3 3 Danum Rainforest Lodge in the garden, 11/3 1 do.
Silvered Langur (Presbytis cristata)
12/3 3 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul, 13/3 10 oxbow lake, Sukau,
Kinabantangan River, 14/3 2 Sukau - Sandakan boat trip along Kinabantangan R.
Proboscis Monkey (Nasalis larvatus)
11/3 18 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearmMenanggul, 12/3 40 do., 13/3 2 flocks along
Menanggul River (still asleep 7 am.!), 20 oxbow lake, Sukau, Kinabantangan river, 14/3 47 Sukau -
Sandakan boat trip along Kinabantangan R. (also in mangroves feeding on the ground)

Long-tailed Macaque (Macaca fascicularis)
11/3 10 Sukau, Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul, 12/3 6 + 10 do.
Pig-tailed Macaque (Macaca nemestrina)



9/3 flock of app.10 + 1 single adult male Danum Valley Field Centre, 11/3 1 heard Sukau,
Kinabantangan River and sidearmMenanggul

Bornean Gibbon (Hylobates muelleri)
9/3 3 great views in jungle, Danum Valley Field Centre, 10/3 1 heard do., 12/3 1 heard Sukau,
Kinabantangan River and sidearm Menanggul, 13/3 1 heard + 5-8 seen do., 14/3 group heard Sukau
Rainforest Lodge, Kinabantangan

Orang-Utan (Pongo pygmaeus)
8/3 1 young male (approx. 4 years) building nest in the afternoon in tree close to Danum Valley Field
Centre. 9/3 leaving nest around 8 am., 10/3 2 (1 adult female with young baby, approx. 2 years) at
Canopy walk, Danum Rainforest Lodge. We enjoyed them feeding for several hours at very close
range, at eye level. The mother eventually built a nest for the night. 11/3 We followed them leaving
the nest in the morning (around 8 o’clock).

Giant Squirrel (Ratufa affinis)
1 Danum Valley.

Prevost’s Squirrel (Callosciurus prevostii)
Sabah race pluto, black with reddish underparts. 9/3 2 Danum Valley Field Centre, 16/3 1 Poring
Hot Springs, 18/3 1 Liwagu Trail, Mount Kinabalu Headquarters

Plantain Squirrel (Callosciurus notatus)
13/3 1 Sukau, Kinabantangan River

Brooke’s Squirrel (Sundasciurus brookei)
18/3 Bukit Ular Trail, Mount Kinabalu Headquarters

Jentink’s Squirrel (Sundasciurus jentinki)
16/3 1 Mount Kinabalu Headquarters

Bornean Mountain Ground Squirrel (Dremomys everetti)
19/3 1 Mesilau Trail, Mount Kinabalu

Whitehead’s Pigmy Squirrel (Exilisciurus whiteheadi)
Mt. Kinabalu

Plain Pigmy Squirrel (Exilisciurus exilis)
8/3 1 Danum Valley Field Centre, 13/3 1 Sukau, Kinabantangan River

Black Flying Squirrel (Aeromys tephromelas)
8/3 1 night drive, Danum Valley Field Centre, 10/3 1 night drive from Danum Rainforest Lodge to
Field Centre

Norway Rat (Rattus norvegicus)
13/3 1 Gomantong Cave on guano cave floor, among thousands of cockroaches.

Common Porcupine (Hystrix brachyura)
8/3 1 night drive, Danum Valley Field Centre,

Sun Bear (Helarctos malayanus)
Not seen. Clawmarks on treetrunk (photo). Danum.

Malay Civet (Viverra tangalunga)
8/3 1 night drive, Danum Valley Field Centre,

Common Palm Civet (Paradoxurus hermaphroditus)



10/3 2 night drive from Danum Rainforest Lodge to Field Centre
Banded Palm Civet (Hemigalus derbyanus)
10/3 1 night drive from Danum Rainforest Lodge to Field Centre
Short-tailed Mongoose (Herpestes brachyurus)
11/3 1 along road between D.V.F.C and Danum Rainforest Lodge.
Asian Elephant (Elephas maximus)
Not seen. 8/3 elephant dung on Danum Valley road. Tracks and dung in Sukau at oxbow lake.
Bearded Pig (Sus barbatus)
9/3 1 (named ”George”) being fed below restaurant terrace after dinner- time, Field Centre, Danum
Valley. 12/3 1 at dusk at riverside, Sukau, Kinabantangan River, 13/3 3 Menanggul River, Sukau (2
crossing the river)
Lesser Mouse-Deer (Tragulus javanicus)
12/3 1 night river cruise, Menanggul River, Sukau (sidearm to Kinabantangan)
Greater Mouse-Deer (Tragulus napu)
10/3 1 (seen by Alex) crossing road at Field Centre, Danum Valley, 10/3 1 night drive between
Danum Rainforest Lodge and Field Centre.
Muntjac sp. (Muntiacus sp.)
9/3 1 heard barking in jungle, Danum Valley Field Centre, and Poring
Sambar Deer (Cervus unicolor)
8/3 4 night drive, Danum Valley Field Centre, 15/3 2 Langanan trail, Poring Hot Springs (Hans).
Bottlenose Dolphin (Tursiops truncatus) 21/3 6 off Mantanani Kecil.

Reptiles

Snakes

Grey-tailed/Yellow Racer (Elaphe sp.) 11/3 1 curled up in riverside tree, Sukau, Kinabantangan River
and sidearm Menanggul

Reticulated Python (Python reticulatus) 1 young, 13/3 oxbow lake canal in tree, Sukau,
Kinabantangan.

Sea Snake sp. 1 21/3 washed on shore in rock pool at low tide, Mantanani Island.

Lizards
Monitor Lizard (Varanus salvator) 12/3 5 Menanggul River, Sukau, Kinabantangan, 13/3 2 do., 21/3 1
Mantanani Kecil Island

Butterflies

Rajah Brooke’s Birdwing (Ornithoptera brookeana)
18/3 2 Liwagu Trail, Mount Kinabalu. Stunning views of this spectacular, protected butterfly. One was



sucking nectar of white flowers in top of a tall tree, the other was basking in the sunlight on a leaf, with
its wings spread out. Seen in eye-level from the trail. 20/3 1 along the river, Silau-Silau Trail, Mt.
Kinabalu Headquarters

Plants

Pitcher plants:

19/3  Nepenthes villosa many along Mesilau Trail, Mount Kinabalu
Nepenthes tentaculata Summit Trail and Mesilau Trail, Mount Kinabalu

Rafflesia plants:

16/3  Rafflesia keithii 1 decomposing flower and about 10 buds at Rafflesia Centre near Ranau
and Poring Hot Springs. The Rafflesia plants at the centre are wild, growing on a certain vine
species, in a garden in the outskirts of Ranau.



Bird report from Paya Indah Wetlands, near Kuala Lumpur Airport,
West Malaysia, visited Friday 7. March 2003 08:30 — 11:00 am.
hours, during 4 %2 hours transit stay in Kuala Lumpur on the way to

Borneo.

Paya Indah Wetlands is an artificial nature area, created by the flooding of a low lying area, only 20
min’s by car from the Kuala Lumpur Airport. The wetlands consist of large ponds, divided by dams.
There is a path system on the dams, and shelters. The ponds are now overgrown by water plants, and the
whole area looks quite natural and attractive, with trees along dams and fringes. It is quite a good area for
waterbirds and other birds, and is absolutely worth a visit for a birder if you have some hours to kill in
K.L.. You must pay an entrance fee at the gate.

Little Grebe (Tachybaptus ruficollis) 6

Purple Heron (Ardea purpurea) 13

Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis) 20

Yellow Bittern (Ixobrychus sinensis) 6

Lesser Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna javanica) 2
Cotton Pigmy-Goose (Nettapus coromandelianus) 3
Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) 1

Black-winged Kite (Elanus caeruleus) 3

Eastern Marsh Harrier (Circus spilonotus) 1 adult male
Red Junglefowl (Gallus gallus) 1 heard

Whitebrowed Crake (Porzana cinerea) 5 awesome views very close
White-breasted Waterhen (Amaurornis phoenicurus) 2
Watercock (Gallicrex cinerea) 1 non-breeding plumage. Swimming on open water(!)
Common Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus) 30

Purple Gallinule (Porphyrio porphyrio) 80 (abundant!)
Pink-necked Green Pigeon (Treron vernans) 18

Rock Pigeon (Columba livia) 10

Spotted Dove (Streptopelia chinensis) 20

Zebra Dove (Geopelia striata) 10

Lesser Coucal (Centropus bengalensis) 1 heard
Brown-backed Needletail (Hirundapus giganteus) 1
House Swift (Apus affinis) 1

White-throated Kingfisher (Halcyon smyrnensis) 10
Blue-tailed Bee-eater (Merops philippinus) 6
Dollarbird (Eurystomus orientalis) 2

Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica) 40



Pacific Swallow (Hirundo tahitica) 6

Common Iora (Aegithina tiphia) 1 heard
Yellow-vented Bulbul (Pycnonotus goiavier) 10
Blacknaped Oriole (Oriolus chinensis) 6

House Crow (Corvus splendens) 4

Magpie Robin (Copsychus saularis) 6
Golden-bellied Gerygone (Gerygone sulphurea) 1 heard singing
Eastern Reed-Warbler (Acrocephalus orientalis) 5
Common Tailorbird (Orthotomus sutorius) 3
Yellowbellied Prinia (Prinia flaviventris) 2

Zitting Cisticola (Cistciola juncidis) 1

Pied Fantail (Rhipidura javanica) 1

Common Pipit (Anthus novaeseelandiae) 1

Brown Shrike (Lanius cristatus) 11

Indian Jungle Myna (Acridotheres fuscus) 10
Common Myna (Acridotheres tristis) 20
Eurasian Tree Sparrow (Passer montanus) 1
Baya Weaver (Ploceus philippinus) 2

Reptiles
Monitor Lizard (Varanus salvator) 1



Initiary
Sabah , March 6th-23th 2003
By Hans Harrestrup Andersen & Eric Schaumburg.

16 days and nights on the world’s 3rd largest island. Hot stuff and a pain in the neck. Leeches,
Leafbirds and logging.

07/03

First stop Paya Indah wetlands 30 min.s drive from K.L. Arport. A recently developed locality, new
even to Mike. Cotton Pigmy-Goose, Whitebrowed Crake and Watercock being the best birds.

Back to the airport, 2 1/2 hours of flight to Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Borneo. Then on to Likas wetlands,
mangroves galore and Rufous Night Herons coming in to roost at dusk.

Dinner and accomodations at Shangri La Hotel serving the best sushi west of Tokyo.

08-11/03

18t morning flight to Lahad Datu. Great views of sunny Mt. Kinabalu, the highest peak in S-E. Asia
(4095 m), en rotte. 2 hours drive to Danum Valley Fieldstation and the beginning of a serious encounter
with one of The Globe's finest primary lowland rainforests. The very reason why Mike, over a beer in
Taman Negara two years ealier, had succeeded in talking us into returning to Malaysia. The Field Station
1s out of bounds to most birders, but an introduction from a former D.V. research fellow and fellow-
countryman, Hans Ulrik Skotte-Moller, stating our qualifications as bona fide scientists, got us this far.
Whether we contributed to the status of the area remains to be seen, but if we failed, it was not for lack of
trying. We spent all days and half the nights on the trails birding and sometimes bickering. Conditions in
primary lowland rainforests are difficult as every birding visitor can confirm. Tall trees, skulking birds,
extrovert insects, pouring rain, 100 % humidity. No sweat. Are you kidding ? And Danum being the
Number One hot spot for daring, aggressive leeches of both species: the common, “friendly” sort (injects
a pain killer before biting) and the bigger and more handsome, if not gruesome, “Tiger” Leech, which
simply bites and sucks. Danum surely is one of the prettiest places in S-E Asia, but get there fast. The
hardwood trees are being logged as fast as you can call “Timber !”” Don't forget to visit, or preferably
spend some nights at, the posh Rainforest Lodge. Not cheap, but worth it. Among the many highlights in
Danum: Bornean Bristleheads (note the plural form), Orang Utans (wild apes !) Pig-tailed Macaque,
Rhinoceros Hornbill, Bat Hawk, Great Slaty and Whitebellied Woodpeckers. And not to forget
"George", the gourmet Bearded Pig, coming to the camp at sundown to receive handouts at the kitchen’s
back door.

11- 13/03

Back to Lahad Datu. On to Sukau on the great Kinabantangan river. This is the place to be if you are into
laid back (in an almost soundless electric-motor equipped river boat) birding, great food served at
candlelight by the riverside, Proboscis Monkeys, Storm’s Storks circling over the river, Hornbills



crossing and a Buffy Fish Owl on a pole 20 m. from your dinner table. A night cruise on the river
produced perched, sleeping Kingfishers at arm’s length and Lesser Mouse Deer on the prowl. Don’t
even think missing out Gomantong Caves just a one-hour drive from the lodge. The caves dwarf even
St. Peters Church, besides there are absolutely no Swiftlests in the Roman 3-star attraction. However 3
sp. of Swiftlets nest in Gomantong. And this is your only chance of twitching them, as the Swiftets of
birdnest—soup fame are only identifiable while on their nests. Still you do not identify the birds, you
identify the nests. If you linger on until dusk you can enjoy the spectacular influx of birds and exodus of
bats at the cave entrance. When the time of year is right.

14- 16/03

Speedboat down the Kinabantangan to Sandakan, one roosting Storm’s Stork seen briefly in the jet-
stream. Short flight to Kota Kinabalu, from here a long, rather tedious drive to Poring Hot Springs, the
Shangri La of Japanese soakers. A great birding place especially off the tourist season (being weekends
and most any other day of the year). Has a canopy walk and an observation platform 40 ms up in a
Neram tree. The climb up will make you wonder why you do this sort of thing. The climb down will
make you happy still being alive. Highligts: Rufoustailed Shama, Brown Hawk Owl, Bornean Barbet,
Bornean Blue-Flycatcher and Suzy, the gorgeous, semi-wild, orphan, teenage Orang-Utan. She hangs out
at the Botanical Garden. Watch your sandals and camera. She loves to walk right out (in your shoes),
stealing the picture (pun intended). The Butterfly Garden at Poring is also recommended.

16- 20/03

On our way to Kinabalu National Park we paid a short visit to a family-run Rafflesia Center, (wild
plants on exibition, mind you) watching a decaying flower, blooming only 96 hours before we got there.
Well- the largest flower in the world blooms for only 3-5 days a year, taking 9- 12 months to do so.
Having reached our destination at KNP, we immediately got organized and found a heart-stopping Short-
tailed Magpie. Next day Mike spotted the Mother Of All Green Colours in the shape of Whitehead's
Broadbill. Our visit to the great mountain was further blessed with splendid weather, a full moon and no
leeches. This is also where we finally unblocked the Butterfly-to- match-all-Butterflies, the charismatic
Rajah Brooke’s Birdwing, a “bird” to be seen to be believed.

We did the Silau-Silau, Liwagu and Mesilau trails, the latter being our favourite holding outstanding
mountain rainforest with twisted dwarf-form trees, Pitcher plants, lichens, mosses and, as the fog lifted,
superb scenery. Also Tawny-breasted Parrotfinch, Eyebrow and Island Thrushes, Mountain
Wrenbabbler, Black-breasted Fruit-Hunter and Flavescent Bulbul. No Friendly Warbler though. Wonder
how it got its name in the first place. Also the enigmatic Lesser Gymnure, a mixture of a Vole and a
Shrew.

20-22/03

On this, our final morning at Mt. K. we got our 9th sp. of Flycatcher on the mountain, the divine
Narcissus. A long and, besides a fine Black Eagle, unproductive drive, brought us to the Tuaran paddy
fields near Kota Belud, where we saw Long-toed Stint and Oriental Pratincoles.

A boat took us in one hour to our final destination, the 0,5 x 2 km small Mantanani Island off the NW
coast. A tropical paradise with coral reefs, sandy beaches, coconut palms (very deadly, do wear skull



protection) and a small native settlement in the form of a fishing village.

Mantanani holds several interesting birds, we saw them all we believe, except Nicobar Pigeon, which
must be very rare indeed to say the least. No dugong either. The season was not right, we were told. The
highlight of the visit of course is the sight of hundreds of Frigate Birds of three species circling the sky,
coming in to roost on the neighbour island at sunset.

The cruise back to the mainland was not bad either: Red-necked Phalaropes, Streaked Shearwaters and
Great Crested Tern.

We finished the trip at Kota Belud wetlands, teeming with egrets, waders, terns and 3 Malaysian
Plovers.

All in all a rewarding experience of a wonderful country of friendly, helpful people.

321 sp. of birds, 36 sp. of mammals and a great reunion with our friend and guide of Malaysia-2001
fame, the outstanding Mike Chong, without whom we would never have accomplished what we
eventually managed.

Dairy, Danish version
By Eric Schaumburg

SABAH 6. —23. marts 2003

Allerede for to ar siden, da vi sad i Taman Nagares tatte regnskov, begyndte vi at regne pa hvilke steder
vi matte til, for at fi stillet vores nysgerrighed om fremmedartede fugle. Borneo 14 som en naturlig
forlaengelse, idet vi nu kendte mange af fuglene. Godt for os var at Erling tidligere har besegt Sabah og
saledes havde realistiske forestillinger om, hvordan vi bedst fordelte dagene.

Vi fulgte den slagne rute bortset fra, at det ikke overgar end hver at komme ud til en lille tropisk @ med en
lille lokalbefolkning og adskillige endemiske og halvendemiske arter. Ruten var: Danum, Sukau, Poring,
Mt. Kinabalu, Mantanani og "Kota Belud. Marco Polo stod for billetsalg mens Mike var vores lokale
agent og guide. Arrangementet i Sukau, Mt. Kinabalu og Mantanani stod det lokale Ecotours for, mens vi
selv arrangerede Danaum pa Field Centre direkte.

Den samlede pris incl. mad, drikke, al transport, guide, og andet stod pa ca 20.000 kr. Var det nok tid?
Man vil nok altid bagefter kunne konkludere at, det ville have varet fint med en ekstra dag her og der.
Men alt i alt ma det siges at vaere meget passende for sddan en flok mere ellere mindre fuldtidsarbejdende
folk. At have guide med ger tiden mere effektiv. Vi behover ikke at finde alle fugle, man herer og ved
hvilke man skal gore en stor indsats for at fa set. Og s har folk, der har tilbragt sa meget tid i en
regnskov meget bedre evner til at se og finde tingene. S& det var det hele vaerd. Tak til Mike, tak til Hans
Ulrik for stor hjeelp med forberedelserne og tak til de forstdende (bilder vi os ind) familier, der ikke
protesterede mere over projektet end de gjorde.

Dagbog

6/3 Kbh. — Kuala Lumpur



Dreamteamet Erling, Alex, Hans og Eric madtes i lufthavnen kl. 07.15 og blot 10 min senere havde vi
forste fatale broler pé bordet, idet Eric 1 et forseg pa at demonstrere sine globetrotterevner, chekkede ind
ved automaten. Det betad at kun et held og en af de sjeldent set rlige folk afleverede den tegnebog der
blev efterladt pa automaten, og Hans viste sig fra en usadvanlig side idet han afleverede resten af Erics
billet tilbage, som var afterladt pa lufthavnsgulvet. Normalt ville pinen vere trukket ud til sidste gjeblik.
Vi skiftede fly 1 Frankfurt og kl 12 gik det ost pd. Med en 7 timers forskel gik degnet hurtigt. Hans
forsynede os med melatonin for at forebygge jetlag, noget vi aldrig fik helt sikker forvisning om havde
fuld effekt, men noget har det nok hjulpet.

7/3 Kuala Lumpur — Kota Kinabalu

Vi var lidt i tvivl om, hvilken aftale vi havde med Mike, vores malaysiske guide. Mens vi diskutterede om
vi blot skulle fordrive ventetiden i transvestithallen her 1 Kuala Lumpur, eller om vi skulle opsege en
tilfeeldig liokalitet i naerheden, stedte vi tilfeeldigt ind i Mike ved indcheckningen. Vi fik hyret en bil og
futtede ca 10km af sted til Paya Indah Wetlands, et sted Mike aldrig havde besagt. Der er tale om en ny
lokalitet opstéet pa grund af en opdeemning, eller var det et stop for en dreeningspumpe. Vi var meget
utdlmodige med at f4 gang 1 kikkerterne og i ren distraktion lavede Hans den beremte med at kigge til den
forkerte side af vejen for han gik over, og var ved at blive rendt ned af en bil. Vi fik et par arter pa listen,
hvor af is@r Cotton Teal, Whitebrowed Rail og Watercock var bemarkelsesvardige om end den sidste
var et stykke borte og kraevede sin diskussion.

Vi kom 1 passende tid til flyet og tog den nastsidste bid af flyveturen til Kota Kinabalu, en flyvetur pa 2'%
time. P4 denne tur blev ikke meget tid spildt. Saledes heller ikke her. I stedet for at kere til hotellet, korte
vi til Likas Wetlands. Det gik desverre ikke op for os at dette var den forste del af lokaliteten for vi havde
insisteret pa at komme videre til den egentlige lokalitet. En Rufous Nightheron landede i noget taet
bevoksning inden Alex og Eric fik set fuglen. S& de var lidt spendte pa om arten ville blive set igen. P&
boardwalken i mangroven gik vi en tur og fik lidt vadere pa listen, bl.a. sibirisk hjejle som vi skulle
komme til at se en del til pa turen. Vi ventede l&nge pd nathejren og utdlmodigheden var ved at f4
overtaget for de forste floj ud af deres skjul. Den forste satte sig pd en ledning og set rigtig godt. De
naste 12 fugle flgj direkte ud mod deres fourageringssted sammen med alm. nathejrer. En Longtailed
Nightjar var sé venlig at satte sig og spille pa klods hold.

Vi indlogerede os pd Shangri La hotel og indtog turens bedste buffet med sushi og andet godt fra havet.
En svensk forsker fik en hilsen med fra Hans Ulrik, som vi fik indtryk af at alle i Saba kendte
efterhdnden som turen skred frem og vi fik hilst.

Dagens fugl: Rufous Nightheron, dagens dyr: Alex

8/3 Kota Kinabalu — Laha Datu - Danum

Ingen tvivl. Dette er en series fugletur, og der blev ikke plads til at sove lenge, slappe af eller diskuttere
userigse sager. Derfor var flyet til Laha Datu det forste pa dagen der afgik, og vi s fra den 50 min lange
tur Mount Kinabalu i solopgang. Dette var entreen til Erlings del af planlagningen, sa vores skepsis var
velbegrundet. Der var ingen til at hente os i lufthavnen. Med hiv og sving fik vi opklaret at "fieldstation,
Danum Valley” ikke havde bekymret sig om vores ankomst tidspunkt og derfor lod sté til. Med en times
forsinkelse blev der arrangeret en transport og det blev til lidt babling (birding babblers) underve;js. I bilen



bredte der sig en umiskendelig whiskyduft, som en dame, som havde fiet et lift med os, beklagede sig
staerkt over. Hans indsé katastrofen: Det var den ene af hans to flasker. Alt tagjet ud af rygsekken,
gennemsivet af fin, 12-ars. Det var tydeligt at se pa ham at det ikke bekom ham vel at miste sa dyrebar en
ting. Vi ankom til en vidunderlig regnskov og en dejlig lodge i Danum kl. 12. Efter frokost og ultrakort
hvil, blev vi drevet rundt mellem de op til 80 meter hgje traeer, for at fa vredet nakkerne halvt af led 1
vores sogen efter sméfugle i treekronerne. Mike var pd dupperne og fik flgjtet en Garnet Pitta frem 1 en
lysning pa klods hold. Senere skulle det vise sig at det drejede sig om Blackheaded og altsé en ny endem.
Greystreaked Flycatcher var ogsa ny for os alle, men vores sogen efter ny smafugle blev pludselig
afbrudt af Mike, der lige havde en tur oppe ved hytterne. Han var blevet opmarksom pa en ung
orangutan, der havde bygget rede 20 meter fra vores hytte og allerede blev beundret af en gruppe genetisk
nasten identiske (med orangutanen) svenskere. Et nightdrive gav et flyvegern, et hulepindsvin og ellers
ikke s& meget. Det var ogsd dagen hvor vi fandt ud af at vi kunne kebe iglesokker, noget iser Alex var
interesseret 1. Han slap aldrig af med at blive citeret for undersattelsen “eaglesocs”.

Dagens fugl: Blackheaded Pitta, dagens dyr: Orangutan

9/3 Danum

Vi havde vel nok turens slegveste morgen. Det var fejlagtigt paregnet at vores ny ven ville sta tidligt ud af
sin rede, men sddan skulle det ikke ga. Vi gav os god tid til morgenmad, fordrev tiden med at beskue dem
der sammen med os ventede pd at skovmanden stod op, og kom forst af sted mod skoven ved 8.30 tiden.
Selve géturen til hengebroen og de 50 meter videre op til skovbrynet, var vel noget af det mest fuglerige,
om end det gav nogle af de &dle arter fra det ubererte primare skov. Og Mike begyndte sé et to uger
langt flejteeventyr. Den ene pitta efter den anden vekslende med trogoner blev spyet ud af hans mund,
men 1 forhold til to ugers flgjten var den del af udbyttet ret ringe. Men noget faldt der af. Efter flere timer
herte vi en svag flgjten af noget vi havde hert i Taman Negara. Og snart efter kom en Rufous Collared
Kingfisher flyvende og satte sig til fin skue. En sjelden juvel at se og som selv speedsnakkeren aldrig fik
set (han sa ellers alt). Men det sterste for denne formiddag blev utvivlsomt, da vi kom tet pa
Borneogibbon. Denne langarmede fyr med en stemme, der kunne heres kilometervis gennem skoven, var
pludselig ganske taet pa. Blandt s vi en fyr der lob gennem en trakrone, og som pa en lang gren
balancerede akrobatisk 60 meter oppe fra skovbunden. Et frugttrae midt i junglen opholdt os en times tid.
Dels fordi der blev flgjtet Rufoustailed Shama, dernast Railbabbler for at ende med at det nok var en R.
C. Kingfisher — man kan ikke vinde dem alle. Men frugttraeet gav et par ny buller, barbets og en
spiderhunter. Et andet hgjdepunkt pd formiddagen var i et ellers tomt skovstykke, hvor Mike pludselig
fandt et Streaked Wrenbabblers. Hans sggte sa sovekabinen og gik senere op i et hide 40 meter oppe i et
gigant tree. Vi andre gik nature trail og s bl.a. en ny abeart — Pig-Tailed Macaque. En sag med grisehale,
som vist var ny for alle, lige som Hairy-Backed Bulbul for Alex og Eric.

At se pa fugle i1 en regnskov er hardt for systemerne. Man trettes i nakke, bliver dehydreret og taber
koncentrationen i det lange lob. S& Hans var nok den klogeste lige pa dette omrade, da han havde valgt en
a trynen. Til vores store overraskelse havde han nemlig serveret en Falconet til os, da vi kom retur. Og
han var frisk mens vi var flade, dog ikke mere end vi métte sparge til hvordan den lille kioskbestyrer
havde hjulpet Hans til at finde fuglen.

Eftermiddagsturen ud af “hovedvejen” blev en af de mere givtige pa turen. Og det bedste var to



Bathawks, der havde segt tilflugt i et udgéet tree langs vejen.

Da vi gik over til restauranten, stodte vi pd George. En Bearded Pig fra skoven, der havde fundet den
vane, at rydde resterne fra restauranten for den kunne opfere sig som vild resten af natten.

Dagens fugl: Rhinoserous Hornbill (to ad + en imm der opferte sig pant over for os)

Dagens dyr: Bearde Pig

10/3 Danum

Vi vagnede til den vidunderlige lyd af gibonnens kalden gennem skoven. Vores tur starter elegant med at
Alex finder to Whitebellied Woodpeckers. De klatrer rundt i et stort udgéet trae, og bekraeftede hvor
vigtigt altid at have et skop med. Dette var en enskeart om end ikke en af de sjeldne eller specielle for
Borneo. Resten af morgenen var frustrerende ded. Selv Hans synes det var for tomt og segte tidligt mod
standlejren (ol). Det regnede lidt og iglerne var glubske som aldrig for. Eric havde glemt regnfrakke og
paraply (fint faet i en regnskov) og accepterede at blive vad. Bortset fra almindeligheder var det vist i dag
at alle bortset fra E fik set Greater Mousedeer. Vi blev overtalt af Mike til at satse eftermiddagen i
Rainforest Lodge 1 habet om lidt forandring i fugleudvalget, og fordi han havde begrundet hab om at
finde Bristlehead der. Den halve times keorsel viste sig at vare en hel inclusive en punktering. Men hvilket
omrade at komme til. Vi teenkte straks at man nok skulle have reserveret et par netter her ogsa. Efter et
mede med Dennis Young, som var guide for Wings turen, besluttede vi at tilbringe tiden omkring og i
Canopy Walk. Hvilket tip. En orangutan med unge klatrede langsomt rundt i naermeste traekrone og altsa i
samme hgjde som os efter at vi var klatret op pé platformen 40 meter over skovbunden. Mens
oranguhunnen treevlede lianer op og bed dem rene for alt spiseligt, klatrede den 2-arige unge mere frejdigt
og undersogende omkring. Den hang af og til udstrakt 1 den ene arm og demonsrede dermed at armen er
leengere end kroppen. Ved 17-tiden begyndte hun at bygge rede ved at bgje grene hen over samme sted i
trekronen. Grenene knakkede men gik ikke fra hinanden. En 6 — 7 grene og reden var ferdig, ikke noget
at bruge sé lang tid pa nar den nu bare skal benyttes en enkelt nat. I forste omgang afviste hun at ungen
ogsa kunne ligge der, men vi overtalte hende til at den alligevel fik lov. Fantastisk — noget af turens
suverene hgjdepunkt. Denne Canopy skulle senere give endnu et sus. En tur over pa Rhinotrail blev
afbrudt af et pittaflojt, so forst fik Mike pa vildspor (han troede han havde hert Bristle). Men en
Blueheaded Pitta flgjtede fra skovbunden ganske teet pad. Og som saedvanligt viste Mike sine super evner
ved at finde den. Desverre var det blot Hans der sa den flyve bort. Vi herte et par stykker mere pd
Rhinotrail, hvor vi ogsé sa den dejlige Red Leaf Monkey. Ved 19 — tiden kerte vi tilbage til fieldstation.
Og et par pattedyr kom pé listen. Iseer Banded Palm Civet var fin.

Dagens fugl: Whitebellied Woodpecker Dagens dyr: orangutan

11/3 Danum - Sukau

S& havde vi faet blod pa tanden. Det havde vi hver eneste dag, men vi var s&rlig spendte pa en morgen
ved Rainforest Lodge, sa vi drog af kl. 05.38 og ankom 62 minutter senere. Ikke nogen svinkarinder,
men direkte op og se de endnu sovende oranguer. Det var let tiget, men en se@rdeles smuk morgen, hvor
de hgje treeer der ragede op som smukke profiler pa den treegrenne baggrund af frodighed — en regnskov
ndr den tager sig bedst ud set fra en vinkel, man ikke ofte ser. Japanere stod klar kampklare allerede med
deres Nikoner rettede mod oranguerne, og bevirkede at vi gik videre ud til naste platform. Mike havde



taget sig den frihed at vaere vaek fra grupen i 10 minutter, hvilket Erling kommenterede med at Mike var
ved at glide vak fra gruppen — til senere megen morskab. Vi havde lavet os en deadline til klokken 10,
hvor vi matte af sted. En Wallace Hawkeagle gav lidt id. Problemer, men vi métte erkende at det ikke var
en Jerdons Baza. K. 8.20 virrede Mikes erer underligt, og Erling reagerede med at kalde de
omkringfjumrende Alex og Hans retur til platformen. Imens sogte Eric treekronerne igennem. En
Goshawk var omgivet af et par fugle langt vaek. Men med skopet til hjelp var der pludseligt et par roade
hoveder der afslorede fantomet — Bristlehead. Vidunderligt og stort. Efter ca 10 minutter floj de og vi gik
tilbage til platform 1 og kiggede pa de vagnende orangutaner. To targets for turen pa samme tid.

Vi tog af sted mod Laha Datu ved 10.30 tiden efter at have tomt restauranten for kaffe og efter at have
bommet pa den Pygmy Whiteeye som Dennis teamet havde set en time for inden. Et kort boardwalk lige
ved lodgen var meget flot og instruktivt. Vi ankom Laha Datu 3 timer senere, uden at have bedrevet noget
serlgt en route. Der gik her efter veksling og indkeb 1 drengene. Alex der styrede sidstn@vnte sorgede
ogsa for is — dejligt for ham.

Et par timer senere ankom vi til floden Sukau, hvor vores lodge straks sendte en bdd af sted for at hente
os. Og endnu ti minutter senere var vi indkvarteret i noget der skulle have vaeret s fint, men som var
knap sd prangende. Men omgivelserne var dejlige og kom til at give os en del nyt til turens artsliste. Ved
16.30 tiden tog vi pa en badtur, ind ad naermeste sideflod. Og straks s vi en abe som nogle af os leenge
havde dremt om. Naeseaben sa vitterligt ud som 1 bogen, med deres Rastapopolis lignende naser som var
som et spejbillede af en af Wings gaesterne. Og lidt efter kom turens eneste Whitecrowned Hornbill
flyvende over — den blev senere udnavnt til dagens fugl, da vi dels sa den usaedvanligt godt, og da det
var en af dem som var savnet i Taman Nagara. Og dagend dyr var naseabe, hvad ellers?

12/3 Sukau

Vi fik en preemorgenmad kl. 5.30 og sejlede af mod samme sideflod som dagen for kl. 6.00. Det var en
vidunderlig morgen i det redlige lys og det kogte med fugle. Og en af de forste var to grenne duer, som
ikke var svaere at bestemme til Cinnamonheaded Pigeon. En Blackbacked Kingfisher sad close up lenge
(nzeppe leenge nok til at Hans fik den foreviget), og Mike indledte den saedvanlige offensiv mod pittaer.
Det blev heller ikke i1 dag til nogen, men flere trogoner lod sig lokke ud af flgjtebavlet. Et par fisheagles
matte vi have dissikeret for bestemmelsen lod pa greyheaded (Wings havde kun haft lesser). Og sé bred
Stormen los. Hvor forlesende. Dag et havde en lesser Adjudant féet det til at gibbe, men nu var de her.
Tre Storms Stork kredsede kortvarigt foran baden for de forsvandt. KI. 12.30 fik vi en herlig frokost
uden Erlings selskab. Vi diskutterede leenge at veekke ham, men Alex stod inde for at han helst ville sove
og sikkert ikke var interesseret i den laekre mad. Det navnes her blot at der blev taget fejl.

En af vores companer her var den famese amerikaner John Don, som var leder for Wingselskabet, og
som er pd nik med alle kapaciteterne i Verden Han fandt en Monarch pa rede til os og underholdt os ellers
med alskens nyheder, obs og feltdiskussioner. Vi fik os en slummer (os der ikke allerede havde sovet),
og blev revet ud af idyllen af Alex, der sammen med mike, havde opsporet en Moustached Hawkcuckoo.
Den er normalt meget vanskelig at have med at gere, men opferte sig eksemplarisk over for os. Efter
eftermiddagste tog vi en lang tur op ad Tenenggang floden. Ret hurtigt var der kun skov pé den ene side
af floden, og senere kun en ganske smal stribe. Sa vi bad om at vende om. Vi sa en del Wrinkled
Hornbills meget fin, men som vanligt lykkedes vi ikke med pittaerne. Orangebacked Woodpecker var der



i mod god og vi fik indhentet Hans med hensyn til denne art fra Taman N.

Hans, Alex og Erling drog pa nattur og fik Lesser Mousedeer pa klods hold samt en masse sovende
isfugle. Buffy Fish Owl blev ogsé indkasseret, en fugl der er ret almindelig pa disse kanter og som vi s&
meget fint flere gange. Blandt andet satte en sig pd en pal blot 10 meter fra middagsbordet.

Dagens fugl: Storms Stork Dagens dyr: Lesser Mousedeer

13/3 Sukau og Gomantong Caves

Endnu en dag med blandet vejr. Vi startede 1 let regn, men ikke noget der slog Erling af pinden. Fem
kredsende fugle blev fluks bestemt til amurfalk — en fugl der nappe er set pa Borneo for. Det var Darters.
Det gik ikke stille af. Et skeegsvin svemmede stille over floden og stemningen var hej af fugle og den
behagelige made at se pa fugle pa. At Hans og Eric fik latterkrampe skal der vist ikke eksploreres i, men i
hvert fald var vi snart fyldt op af pittalyde, der stadig nejedes med at komme fra vores guide. Vi gik atter 1
land kl. 11.20, fik lidt at spise og drog mod Gomontang caves. Dérlig skiltning gjorde at vi gik til toppen
af klippen 1 stedet for til caven, sa tre af os fik lidt ekstra motion. Selve hulen var noget af en oplevelse. I
hundredetusindvis sad flagermus i store klumper uden at man fik indtryk af, at der lige frem skulle vere
millioner, som man siger der skal veere. Men de ma gemme sig et eller andet sted, for om aftenen skulle
de utallige maengder komme flyvende ud i lange baner. Et syn vi desverre sned os selv for. Pa klipperne
1 hulen havde sejlere bygget reder. Igen sa det overskueligt ud, men vi fik at vide at der skulle mange
flere, end man umiddelbart fik fornemmelse af. Der var tre arter og vi fik set dem alle. De var forholdsvis
umulige at bestemme pd fjerdragten, men rederne var genkendelige. Mossynest Swiftlet byggede sin rede
af mos og sa var den rund i toppen. Ediblenest Swiftlets rede var nasten hvid (og er en formue verd nar
den er renset for skidt og fjer), mens Blacknest Swiftlet havde brune til erkebrune reder formet som en
halvskal lige som den forrige. Sa det va ikke svaert. Der var en herm af guano og pé en af disse ufatteligt
store dynger gik en rotte rundt og tog for sig af leekkerierne. En lort der ikke kom rotten til gode havnede
1 Erlings gje — et pletskud fra en sejler. Ude af hulen sé vi godt med sméfugle og kunne ogsé her have
tilbragt en eftermiddag. En elefantlort var ret frisk — nok det taetteste vi kom denne skabning.

Retur i Sukau tog vi pd endnu en badtur denne gang til Oxbow Lake. Vi havde her turens eneste
Strawheaded Bulbul som 1 folge Mike er meget sjelden pd Borneo.

Om aftenen var der stort diasshow af en lokal og den halvlokale Erling.

Dagens fugl Mossynest Swiftlet Dagens dyr: Bearded Pig

14/3 Sukau — Poring

En lang rejsedag 1a forude. Vi var som sadvanlig sé effektive, at ikke et minut af den lyse dag métte gé
tabt. S& vi oppe kl. 5, fik kaffe og toast kl 5.30 og birdede i haven til lodgen ind til morgenmaden var klar
k1.7.00. KI1. 8.35 gik det sé af sted mod Sandakan med speedbad pdhangt to 130hk motorer. I starten var
der et smalt stykke skov pa begge sider af floden, senere store streekninger af mangrove. Der var en del
fisheagles, en enkelt Storm Stork stod i toppen af et udgaet trae og lidt forskelligt andet, men generelt
meget fa hejrer og ingen @nder. Efterhdnden tonede smabyer op som var praeget af at de fleste huse var
bygget pé pele ud i floden forbundet med smalle broer. Vi var sent pa den og athaengig af en ventende
bus, der kunne transportere os direkte videre uden forsinkelse til lufthavnen. Alt klappede og efter
indchekking kunne vi gé direkte om bord pa det mindre propelfly og flyve til Kota Kinabalu. Ogsa her



var vi ventet og kunne fortsatte til Poring Hot Springs. En misforstaelse om ruten bragte os ikke den
ventede vej om en hejderyg (Borneo Barbet og Raflesia), men forbi et andet raflesia center, hvor eneste
blomst var afblomstret fire dage for. For at udnytte sidste bid af dagen kerte vi direkte til Poring efter dog
lige at have set pd et par Glossy Starlings som ikke var Crested Myna — Erling. Samlet rejsetid til Poring
8 timer. Det havde nok veret hurtigere at kere hele vejen.

Og alt det hastverk for at f4 noget ud af eftermiddagen blev straffet med stort set ingen fugle. Vi indtog
aftensmaden pa restauranten i parken og en Brown Hawk Owl var underholdsmusikken.

Dagens fugl: Besra (pga elegant bestemmelse) Dagens dyr: Prevost

15/3 Poring

Vi var klar kl. 6.00 og opdagede at det var for merkt til noget som helst. En af de geniale forklaringer, var
at solen stod op 1 ly af bjergene, hvilket dog skulle betyde at solen stod op i Vest pa denne lokalitet. Der
var masser af fugle pa trailet op mod waterfall og iser et figentree opholdt os lenge. Praemien var Borneo
Barbet, som vi tidligere var blevet snydt for. I en cave med flagermus, ynglede nogle swifts som aldrig
med sikkerhed blev bestemt. Vi havde faet madpakker med fra restauranten, sa vi var uathangige af at
komme tilbage. Pludselig stivnede Mike som en anden jagthund og intensiverede sin flgjten. Vi blev kaldt
frem og Alex fandt den Rufoustailed Shama, som vi sa meget gleede nu og da vi senere returnerede. Hans
var géet sin egen tur og fik klumret lidt med en fugl, der viste sig at vaere en piculet. Endvidere fik han
turens eneste Borneo Flycatcher, en vi alle havde hébet at se.

Afetensmaden gav en masse laekre retter pd bordet, syngende ugle og senere pé aftenen fandt Mike den til
0s, sa vi kunne st i underbukser og fa ny art.

Dagens fugl: Brown Hawk Owl Dagens dyr: intet

16/3 Poring — Mt. Kinabalu

Som vi havde forsegt hver dag i Poring, pravede vi i et sidste desperat forseg pa Bluewinged Pitta, men
fortsat forgaeves. I stedet fandt vi en Dragonflyer — en flyvende ogle. Vi troede den var ded, men blev 1
stedet belert om, at den var midt i at leegge ag. Specielt dyr. I mellemtiden havde Hans opdaget Sussi. Vi
miétte alle op og se hende og fandt hende umiddelbart. Sussi som er en rehab. Orangutan vi ogsa gerne i
kontakt med os og kom os i mgde. Hun sad i et trae, kravlede et par meter ned, lod som hun var ligeglad,
men klatrede s& de sidste meter ned fra treeet og forelskede sig straks i Eric. Sandalerne blev losnet,
kikkert og foto afpravet og til sidst skulle Sussi klaes pé ryg og mave. Et hold svenskere viste sig mere
forbeholdne over for hende og endte med at flygte, da hun ville have med dem at geore. Det passede Eric
godt, det var trods alt hans.

Vi forlod Poring og kerte til Rafflesia center. Rafflesia kan ikke dyrkes (man har vist lige fundet ud af
teknikken), s& de planter vi sa var alle vilde. Familien der boede pa stedet havde for kun ca 10 ér siden
opdaget rafflesierne, efter at deres far i mange ar havde hugget de vilde planter veek. Men familien
opdagede rafflesiaen der er atheengig af en helt speciel art af vinplante, som raftflesiaen setter siner
knopper pé. Vi sd et par afblomstrede rafflesia og en knop pé sterrelse med en kokosned, der sé ud til at
spreenge sin skald 1 stykker hvert gjeblik det skulle vare. Der gar 9 maneder fra knoppen starter sit liv til
blomsten folder sig ud, og her efter en uge for denne verdens storste blomst atter der. Den art der gror
her er ikke den sterste af rafflesiaerne, men stor og selv om vi ikke sa klimaks, var det den lille omvej pa



4 km verd. Der var faktisk ogsd meget godt med fugle her ude og en sed familie, der vist lever meget
godt af at fremvise de ca 20 blomster, der folder sig ud hvert &r.

De rismarker vi chekkede, pa vej mod Mount Kinabalu, var uden fugle. Men straks vi var ved vors ny
bolig, en bungalow med masser af plads og med fin udsigt, var der masser af fugle og mange ny til
turlisten. Det var ogsa stedet, hvor vi atter skulle vaenn os til regn. Vi medte DennisY oung og fik et par
tips om blandt andet Broadbill, som vi senere skulle komme til udnytte.

Dagens fugl: Shorttailed Magpie (hvilken fugl) Dagens dyr: Whiteheads Pygmysquirrel

17/3 Mt. Kinabalu

En af de dage, hvor vi ikke har lavet s& mange noter til dagbogen. Ikke fordi vi ikke var meget aktive,
men fordi der var meget langt mellem snapsene.

Morgenen startede ellers lovende (sammen med Dennisgruppen) med en Whistling Thrush syngende
(som vi kom til at se adskillige gange siden) og en Eyebrowed Flycatcher, der kun lige var ude et minuts
tid. Vi forsegte os pd Silau Silau trail, hvor vi herte en Borneo Fruithunter og fortsatte sa op til
Powerstation Vi chekkede trailet lige bag ved, herte en drossel synge og besluttede os for at vende
tilbage tidligt naeste morgen. Vi fortsatte tilbage ad vejen og sé vel ikke s meget samtidig med at vi blev
tiltagende ukoncentrede. Bare ikke Mike. Ved 2 km stenen opdagede han den. Cool og forsigtigt
udpegede han den. S& underlig og alligevel smuk s& Whiteheads Broadbill ud. Bogens illustration lever
slet ikke op til fuglen. Panden er sterre og haenger mere ud over nebbet og farven er grennere end gron.
En af de absolutte hgjdepunkter fuglemassigt for turen. Vi ndede lige at ga en lille tur pa S. Silau trail for
merket lagde sig. En underlig fugl kreb af sted i vegetationen og forst da den krydsede stien, kunne vi se
at det var en hun af Whitebrowed Shortwing. Vi skulle ogsd komme til at se en del flere af dem, men 1
virkeligheden en fugl vi ikke specielt havde regnet med. Og Mount Kinabalu stod flot og klar foran os,
for det blev helt morkt. Vi afsluttede dagen med en supermiddag pé restauranten.

18/3 Mt. Kinabalu

I dag lykkedes det os alle at fa Eyebrowed Flycatcher i den &rle morgenstund, mens bjerget fortsat kunne
ses, for skyer ville indhylde det som de t sker na@sten alle arets dage ved 9 tiden. Og hvilken morgen
Omkring hytten var der virkelig fald af smafugle, iseer af fluesnappere. Jeg mener vi talte 8 forskellige
arter pa den naste halve times tid. Vi fortsatte ned pa S. Silau og nappede en fin Whistling Thrush, fer vi
indtog vores morgenmad. Vi havde bestilt en taxi til at kere os til Powerstation og gik straks ned pa
drosseltrailet.Det blev til en rekke af gode arter, men til vores @rgelse blev vi ikke klar over at Mike
havde bestemt en Mountain Barbet, som kun Hans fik set og vi andre kom til at dyppe pd — vi fik den
ikke pé turen og burde nok 1 virkeligheden have hentet den 1 Poring. Vi fik en fin Stubtail. Vi gik tilbage
ad Livago trail, som ikke helt levede op til forventningerne. Vi herte en trogon og sa Sunda Laughing
Thrush, en Shortwing (til Alex), og endte ved headquarters, hvor der gik kaffe i den. Det skal dog tilfejes
at der virkelig kom en pa opleveren pa trailet, da symbolet pa a&gte regnskov Rajah Brooke's Fuglevinge-
Sommmerfugl pludselig &benbarede sin utrolige skenhed, Erling fik arrangeret morgendagens tur og vi
dalrede tiden lidt vaek imens.

Alex havde pé bedste vis forsogt at gere forstaeligt over for personalet, at hans tej skulle vaskes og var
lagt frem i en pose pa hans seng. Men abenbart har personalet synttes at Hanses toj traengte mere, for i



hvert fald var hans pose med toj veek og ikke Alex’s. Hans gaettede straks pé at han aldrig mere ville
gense sine underbukser og fik ret. Han satte Mike og overevrigheden i headquartes 1 gang med at lose
gaden pé forsvundne shorts, men ingen forklaring. Da Eric senere fandt hans shorts i en anden pose
troede vi at gaden var lest. Men Hans mener hirdnakket at der fortsat mangler noget toj.

Vi fik under middagsmaden atter repeteret hvordan steppehenen skal instrueres og udferes ved
forskellige festlige lejligheder. Hvorfor det netop skal vaere Eric der stepper ikladt fjer, vides ikke da han
ingen rytme har og ej heller musikalsk sans. Men offeret er valgt — det er de stakkels middagsgester,
méske til Hanses nertstdende runde fodselsdag méske jubileeumsgester i DOF, hvem ved.

19/3 Mt. Kinabalu

Ikke overraskende var vi tidligt oppe. Men vi for ogsa af sted med medbragt morgenmad for F. Havde
féet sko pd. En bestilt taxa var der til tiden og bragte os til Power Station. Vi obsede en Grey Nightjar pé i
gryningen og fortsatte ned pé drosseltrail. Bedste obs var et kuld af Redbreasted Partridge der blev flgjtet
ned over trailet, en hene der ellers regnes for sardeles vanskelig at i at se. Ved indgangen til bjerget
madte vi vores obligatoriske guide (20 min for sent) fik handlet lidt ekstra mad ind , og drog op ad
Summit trail. Eyebrow Trush var den forste ny og det fortsatte med gode fugle. Hans gik i forvejen, mens
vi andre tog det mere med ro. Vi missede at megdes 1 1740 meters hgjde og samledes ikke for Missiaulau
trail gik fra — vores trail. Der var masser af turister pd trailet, men ogsé fugle. Eric og Hans lykkedes med
hver sin Tawnybreasted Parrotfinch og Hans var til med heldig og fik Island Thrush. Ved et shelter vi
benyttede til at indtage frokost kreb et underligt dyr rundt — en gymnure, som ofattes som en bror til
vores muldvarp, og derfor ses meget sjeldent.

Da vi gik ud ad Missi. Trailet var der ikke laengere trafik af folk, der stilede mod toppen af bjerget. Her
var stort set ade og en fantastisk natur abenbarede sig. Den virkede fremmedartet med mosbegroede traeer
af blot et par meters hgjde, kandeberer planter og mystiske fyrretraeer der sé forhistoriske ud.
Fugletetheden var lav og faktisk fik vi kun en enkelt ekstra pa listen ved at gé dette lange og hérde trail
(Mountain Wrenbabbler). Man gik l&engere ned hejdemassigt end slutpunktet og skulle derfor bruge
kreefter pa endnu en gang i dag at bestige et bjerg op til opsamlingsstedet (husk at arrangere i forvejen).
Vi métte opgive Friendly Warbler, som vi ellers havde satset pa at 4 pd denne tur. Efter sidste stigning
kunne vi spadsere ud til p.pladsen, hvor Hans ventede. Heldigvis for bade han selv og vi andre havde en
lumsk fornemmelse af at han var géet galt.

Dagens fugl: Redbreasted Partridge Dagens dyr: Gymnure

20/3 Mt. Kinabalu — Mantanani

Hvor vi skulle tilbringe de sidste timer for afgang, var vel det storste problem vi hidtil var lgbet ind i.
Silau trail, omkring hytten, langs asfaltvejen eller hvad pokker skulle vi stille op for at komme til at se en
Whiteheads Spiderhunter. Ambivalensen kerte rundt med os, og det endte med lidt her og lidt der for vi
endte med et solidt morgenfor og sé delte os op. Men lige lidt hjalp det. Spiderhunteren forblev en
hereart om end den havde vaeret nok sé tet pd. Pa en tur som denne er der arter man forlader, for maske
aldrig mere at fa chancen. I det gjeblik man har sat sig ind i bilen for at kere videre er det udelukket at fa
flere muligheder. Sddan gik det for flere arter pd dette bjerg. Men alligevel var det imponerende hvad vi
faktisk fik set, og det er jo det man skal fokusere pé. Vi brugte lidt tid pa nogle hens, der viste sig at vaere



Redbreasted. Og Mike fandt s& den gudeligt smukke Narcissus Flycatcher som blev en serdeles vaerdig
slutart for bjerget. Som flere andre af de gode arter vi sd, var ogsa denne en treekfugl der lader sig lokke
ned for en kort stund pa den nordlige del af Borneo, for den setter af mod Philipinerne og Ostsibirien. S&
maske bliver det gensyn 1 Maj for Erling og Eric.

John var klar med bilen, og han havde vanen tro ankommet mange timer for aftalt. Sa han blev ikke noget
forsinkende led. Bilen imponerede dog ikke med hej hastighed, men vi havde til gengeld plads nok. Vi
afviste Mikes forslag om at kebe ind og accepterede at det betad, at hvad vi end métte enske pa
Mantanani, ville det vaere til overpris. Det var ok, sdlenge vi bare kom der ud af, og ikke missede baden.
Det blev til et enkelt stop for en fin Black Eagle, der mere fik tankerne hen pa Verreauxernen, samt nogle
rismarker naer Kota Belud, der var sa fulde af fugle, at vi bare métte bruge — bare lige 5 minutter mere jeg
ved ikke hvor mange gange. Isar var vi lykkelige over mindst 150 Oriental Pratincoles og langtéet ryle,
samt at kere mange flere arter ind pé turlisten. Noget vaerre pjat méske, men der gar nasten altid sport 1 at
optimere en turliste.

Og endnu en gang viste planerne at holde stik. En motorbad ventede pa os og uden forsinkelse lessede vi
vores sager over i en hurtigkerende bad og begav os ud pé lidt af et eventyr, som Hans Ulrik s varmt
havde anbefalet os. En hastig odinshene passerede os, og snart kunne vi se Mantanani. Efter ca 5 kvarter
steg vi 1 land til en dejlig stille lodge, indtog et méltid, der stod klar og pakkede ud i vores bungalows. Og
det varede ikke lenge for det vaeltede ind med de forventede arter. Vi fik vist dusinet fuldt ret hurtigt.
Metallic, Pied Imperial, Grey Imperial Pigeons og sé de alle steds varende fregatfugle af alle tre arter. Det
var fantastisk behageligt bare at kunne sidde tilbagelenet og notere den ene art efter den anden, med en
kop kaffe i hdnden, og ikke hele tiden braeekke nakken af led for at vaere med pa endnu en smafugl 70
meter oppe 1 treekronerne. Men lidt skulle der arbejdes for visse arter. Vi gik de ca 300 meter over pa den
anden side af gen, hvor vores vertinde aldrig havde turdet bevage sig over. Og retur ind igennem
junglen, hvor det ikke tog os sarlig lang tid at opdrive to Scrubfowls — denne underlige megapod, der
sandsynligvis har overlevet herude, fordi den ikke har veret jaget som inde pa fastlandet.

Nogle needletails forblev desverre ubestemt, da vi ikke var helt sikre p4 om de havde hvid strube. Der i
mod kom dvarghornuglen i hus, idet der sad flere og flgjtede omkring os mens vi indtog kemperejer og
anden seafood, som var den daglige kost her. Og sa fik vi oplysningen om at Irakkrigen var startet. Vi
folte os langt vaek fra al V-irak, sa tv n@rmest som om det var en b-film, hvilket vi da ogsa sluttede
aftenen af med.

21/3 Mantanani

Det var muligyvis forste gang pa turen at nogle af os tillod os at sove leenge. Det var nok fordi den elndige
film sluttede s& sent, men som Alex og Erling var sé fornuftige at forlade inden slutningen. Sa Hans og
Eric blev vaekket brat af Alex der havde fundet en Bluenaped Parrot. Den sad i toppen af en udgaet gren.
Vi spekulerede senere pd, om der findes andre eksemplarer pa gen end denne ene, da vi pa trods af meget
iheerdig segen ikke fandt andre. Vi havde bestilt en bad til at sejle os til den neerliggende ¢ Lille
Mantanani i hdb om at finde Nicobarduen der. Sandt at sige fik vi ikke s meget ud af dette sidespring.
Der blev set kattespor og maske kan der vaere en bestand af disse, der gor at duen ikke kan vere her.
Hans og Mike fik set Bottlenosed Dolpin, noget der viste sig at vaere den storste oplevelse for Mike pé
turen. Retur til frokost og Alex fik indhentet sin manglende scrubfowl.



For forste gang pa turen gik vi vist hver sin retning. Alex og Hans til landsbyen, Mike op af stranden,
Eric ud og se havfugle i Nordenvinde mens Erling gik til kejs. Regnen tvang alle tilbage. Pa hukket havde
Eric obset en del Streaked Shearwater i det fjerne, hvilket gjorde at da regnen opherte sggte vi alle tilbage
til hukket. Der var nogle enkelte meget langt vaek, lige som Hans var det, da han mestrede ikke at hitte ud
af hvordan man kommer tvers over gen! Imponerende stedsans. Aftenturen gik ud til sydvestpynten for
at se de store flokke af fregatfugle g4 til ro pd den lille 0. Is@r lesser og Christmas Island fregatfugle
havde i den grad domineret fuglefaunaen og var en imponerende kulisse, der naesten gjorde det grotesk,
at det var s& mange andre arter vi sogte s snart vi havde fiet bestemt en af hver af de tre fregatter. Der er
en havfugl! Nej bare en fregatfugl. Man kan hurtigt blive forvaent i denne branche.

Aftenen magede sig flot. Og pé vej tilbage til skafning sa vi lige en havslange, der var blevet fanget af
tidevandet, men som forsvandt pa forunderlig vis netop som vi troede vi vidste hvilken sten den 1& under.

22/3 Mantanani — Kota Belud — Kota K. — Kuala L. —

Vi brugte morgenen til at {4 set nogle duer pa tet hold i naboregionerne til lodgen, og sad ellers ud pé
retauranten mens duerne kom forbi i et vaek. Ved 9.30 tiden forlod vi denne dejlige tropeo (uden at se
Dugong, der desvarre ikke var i nabolaget for tiden — muligvis pga de lidt kolde havstremme oen
oplevede for tiden), og sejlede i magstempo mod hovedgen. Vandet var spejlblankt, men vi udbad os et
tempo, som tillod at panorere horisonten med kikkerten konstant. Og det gav bonus. Ferst odinshens 1
vinterdragt teet pd, sa Great Crested Tern og dernast en paen flok Streaked Shearwater, der strog tet forbi
baden.

Kota Belud er en mindre by med et vidtstrakt omrdde med rismarker og terre enge. S hvad vi ikke naede
pa udvejen fik vi i rigt mal nu. Masser af vadere, terner og hejrer samt adskillige smafugle fra det dbne
land. Preestekraverne er altid et godt diskussionsemne, men da vi sd en sommerdragt var der ingen tvivl
om Malaysian Plover. En Pied Harrier hun blev i forste slosede omgang fejlbestemt til Eastern Marsh,
men ellers gik det slag i slag. Vi kunne sagtens have brugt mere tid her, men alting skal have en ende. Vi
kerte til lufthavnen (prevede lige at stringe den Chinese Egret som Jon Dunn lige havde set, men den gik
ikke), og var med 332 arter og masser af gode oplevelse maettede og meget tilfredse. Ikke bare med vores
egen indsats men ogsd med Mikes, som vitterlig fandt mange af fuglene. Og s& var Hans Ulriks
forarbejde guld vaerd, som bragte os steder hen vi aldrig ville have tenkt pa og som gjorde det muligt at
forberede turen som det blev gjort.

23/3 - Kbh
Alle hjem i sikkerhed efter at passeret milimeter forbi Irak og efter at have mellemlandet i Amsterdam.



